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Legal and Regulatory
Constraints Summary
Federal laws defer to states to regulate anchoring in areas adjacent to navigation channels.
Limitations on the restrictions are intended to ensure unobstructed and safe navigation to boaters
while also preventing degradation of the surrounding environment. The legal and regulatory
constraints that define mooring fields have been referenced to help with planning and
implementing a mooring field management plan and developing an ordinance in the Bimini Basin
area of Cape Coral, Florida.
Currently in Florida statewide, vessels can anchor anywhere as long as the vessels are moored in a
way as to maintain the submerged lands in its natural condition and a mooring light is present per
F.S. 253.037(1).

Mooring Field Locations
Mooring fields should be located as to provide protection from winds and waves, good sediment to
hold anchors, shore access/amenities, and be aesthetically developed. The mooring field location
should be referenced in cruising guides, on webpages, social media, and other online forums to
provide the boating community access to the local rules and regulations.

Permitting Requirements and Regulatory Authorizations:
The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) and the United States Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) have permitting authority over submerged lands and overlying waters that
would be applicable to a managed mooring field. The United States Coast Guard (USCG) and the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) have authority over navigation safety and
signage including the following state/federal permits:
{{
{{

USCG Federal Permits Rivers and Harbors Act, Section 10, USACOE
FWC Permits “Uniform Waterway Markers” Fla. Stat. 327.40

FWC and the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) also have authority over protected
species (e.g. Manatees and Seagrasses) and regulate state Aquatic Preserve designations. The
mooring area will also likely require FWC approval to create a boating restricted area and associated
signage and/or buoys.
Florida regulates mooring fields through the submerged lands lease, the FDEP Environmental
Resource Permit and the establishment of boating restricted areas by FWC. The submerged lands
lease authorizations and the FDEP permit are obtained through a joint application process that
includes the USACE federal permit. The submerged lands lease incorporates the FDEP Permit, and
all local government governance documents including:
{{
{{

The local adopted ordinance
The Harbor Management Plan

If the proposed mooring field is in a Florida Aquatic Preserve, it will be subject to the Florida Aquatic
Preserve Act and FDEP regulations.
{{
{{
{{

{{

This will impose separate criteria for obtaining a permit.
For approval of the project it must be found in the public interest.
Public interest determination is based on balancing legal factors as outlined in 18.20.004 (2) of
the Florida Administrative Code.
Projects in more pristine and less developed Aquatic Preserves are subject to even higher
standards in the public interest analysis.

City of Cape Coral // Mooring Field Ordinance Development Plan and Regulatory Analysis of Bimini Basin

1

Bimini Basin

The following list provides a general overview of the legal steps
to establish a Managed Mooring Field (MMF) in Florida:

2-Step Process in creating a Managed
Mooring Field in Florida:
Project Initiation

1. Confirm the ownership of submerged lands

{{

2. Confirm relevant political jurisdiction

{{

3. Review Local Government Comprehensive Plans to
determine whether a MMF will be consistent with the plan
4. Initiate Drafting of Proposed Ordinance or Resolution
5. Select administration option:

6. Obtain authorizations
• Submerged lands lease
• Environmental Resource Permit – FDEP
• Obstructions to Navigation – section 10 – Rivers and
Harbor Act - USACE
• Boating restricted area - FWC
• Special Anchorage Area Designation – USCG

• United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
• Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
8. City should consult with its own attorney

Project Development
{{
{{

• Governmental - Municipal
• Concession - Draft agreement between local government
and concessionaire
• Not-For Profit Organization

7. Resource Agency Consultations

{{

Technical
Legal
Public (Educational)

{{

Legal
Technical
Public (Legal)

Develop permit(s) application information
Navigational
• Establish signage and buoy needs
• Hydrographic survey
{{ Biological
{{ Water quality
{{

Prepare rules for boats that would use the
Mooring Field:
{{

{{

{{

{{
{{

Comply with U. S. Coast Guard regulations and safety
standards and Chapter 327 of the Florida Statutes
Be in good operational condition, capable of maneuvering
under its own power
Have current registration or acceptable documentation
otherwise
Have Liability Insurance coverage
Contain a U. S. Coast Guard approved marine sanitation
device, that complies with the U. S. Coast Guard requirements
governing the installation and use of such devices upon that
particular vessel
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Dinghy Dock Landing

Safe Anchoring and Mooring Procedures
for the Mooring Field:
{{

{{

{{

{{

Boats must anchor so that they are not harming any other
vessels, damaging property or injuring people, or preventing
access to boats or property.
Boats should not anchor in sea grass or coral areas because of
the damage that the anchors can do to these habitats.
Boats should be able to get underway within a reasonable
amount of time.
Safety of the crew and boat is a primary concern.

Regulating Activities within the Mooring
Field by Developing Ordinance:
Prohibit other nuisance-like activities in Mooring Field
Ordinance
• Rowdy Conduct
• Hanging laundry
{{ Hours for Repairs, or Not Allow Repairs
• Consider Major or Refitting Vessels vs. Minor
{{ Limit “For Sale” Signage
{{ No Advertising or Soliciting
{{ Leashed pets only
{{ Operational Hours for Noise & Machinery
{{ Prohibit grills
{{ Fishing in designated areas, or not at all
{{ Swimming Prohibited
{{ Feeding Wildlife Prohibited
{{ Insurance Requirements
{{ Proof of Insurance
{{ Clear Dispute Resolution Processes
{{ Schedule Inspections & Maintenance During Off-Peak Season
{{

Potential Issues:
{{

Beach)
Commercial activities generally prohibited
{{ Use of revenue may be restricted
{{ Manatee education plan
{{ Length of stay
{{ Live-aboards
{{ Fee structure
{{ Relationship between harbormaster and boaters
{{ A mooring field may consider restricting & varying length of
stay within the mooring field.
{{ The State generally discourage live-aboards but they are
allowed in some instances such as in Ft. Myers Beach.
{{ Pursuant to the Fort Myers Beach Lease, a Live-Aboard is:
• “A vessel docked at the facility and inhabited by a person
for any 5 consecutive days or a total of 10 within a 30-day
period.”
• If allowed, “live-aboard status cannot exceed 6 months
within any 12-month period”.
{{

Florida Statute Regarding Live-aboard
Vessels:
2009 amendments to Chapter 327:
1. Definitions: Live-aboard vessel means – any vessel used solely
as a residence and not for navigation (emphasis added); or 2, 3
2. F.S. 327.60 – prohibits a county or municipality from enacting,
continuing in effect, or enforcing any ordinance or local
regulation:
• Regulating the anchoring of vessels other than live-aboard
vessels outside the marked boundaries of mooring fields
permitted as provided in 327.40

Nearly all moorings must be made available to public on a
first-come first- serve basis (i.e. 90% Sarasota & Fort Myers
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Stakeholder and
Public Engagement
During the project kickoff meeting with staff, a stakeholder and public engagement plan was identified that included: project
website, Facebook page, two public informational meetings, one presentation to the Community Redevelopment Agency
Commission, and print collateral to be available at public meetings or other city venues.

Website & Social Media:
Following kickoff, the project website and Facebook pages were created.

To use these as a resource, Stantec began direct social media target posts, including project web address and meeting dates to
vested Cape Coral organizations and local media, including: South Cape CRA, Bimini Basin Social Media, Chamber of Commerce of
Cape Coral, Cape Coral Civic Association, News-Press, ABC 7, NBC 2, Fox 4, WINK TV, among others. These were also included in apps
such as Next Door to notify those specifically signed up for neighborhood news.
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Identified Stakeholders:
The city also provided Stantec the Bimini Basin Stakeholder List including 41 contacts that represent residents, businesses, property
owners, organizations, and developers.
Email notice was sent to all contacts including the meeting dates and project website.

Public Meetings:
Public information meetings have been scheduled to involve the community in the process and set for:
{{
{{
{{

Public Information Meetings: April 3rd & May 1st, 5:00 – 7:00 pm
Presentation to the Community Redevelopment Agency Commission: May 1st, 3:00 pm
City Council Public Hearings: June 4th & June 11th, 4:30 pm

April 3rd Public Information Meeting:
The first session was held on April 3rd and resulted in approximately 40 attendees who participated group style in a general Q&A format.
City staff and Stantec were present to share background, explain the process, and answer questions. Informational rack cards and
handouts were available to the attendees and mounted graphic boards of the potential mooring area were displayed to show where a
mooring field might be in the basin.
The key purpose of this meeting was to ensure the public had an opportunity to hear clearly what a mooring field is, and how this could
be created within the city. The feedback that was gathered will be used in establishing various items in preparation for the second public
information session, including potential mooring field layouts, number of potential boats that may be within it, duration of stay, and a
draft ordinance, among others.

Print Material:
Working to enable interested community members to understand this project and process, consistent messaging has been used on the
project website, social media outlets and in all print material. Multiple pieces of print material have been created and are being
distributed for public use.
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Mooring Field Priorities Program
and Managed Mooring Field
Development
Goals and Objectives:
1. Promote the establishment and use of public mooring fields
2. Promote public access to the waters of this state
3. Enhance navigational safety
4. Protect maritime infrastructure
5. Protect the marine environment
6. Deter improperly stored, abandoned or derelict vessels
• Provide public access to Florida waters
• Be ecologically and habitat friendly
• Promote tourism and provide economic benefit to merchants with minimal
infrastructure requirements
• Be a self-sustaining, user-funded amenity
• Provide proprietary moorings more secure than normal anchors
• Enable higher density of vessels for space available
• Not accommodate or allow derelict or abandoned vessels
• Enhance oversight of the water resource
• Enhance real estate values

Mooring Field Management Plan Development
{{
{{

{{
{{

{{
{{

{{

{{
{{

A harbor management plan should be developed.
The plan should be based on objective data obtained by inventories of natural and
cultural resources.
The plan should be based on consensus of local stakeholders and city officials.
A local board should be consulted that includes boaters in order to create the local
harbor management plan.
A Harbormaster should be identified.
The management plan should focus on providing adequate space via moorings both for
transient boaters and for safe shelter during storm events.
The management plan should provide for a dinghy dock and on-shore facilities for
boaters.
The management plan should provide for signage and/or buoys.
The board should inquire into funding mechanisms for signs, moorings, improvements
and amenities (dinghy dock, showers, laundry facilities, etc.).

{{

Try to get Special Anchorage Designation.

{{

Create a dispute resolution mechanism.

{{

Obtain necessary permits to use the submerged lands.
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Mooring Field Issues and Options:
{{
{{

Vessel Storage – Not defined by state statutes, possible abandonment of vessels
Abandoned / Derelict Vessel – State/County derelict vessel program. Education and
enforcement

{{

Marine Sanitation – pump-out locations, education and enforcement

{{

Anchor Drags / Sea grass Impacts – signs and buoys, education and enforcement

{{

Anchor Light – defined anchorage areas, education and enforcement

{{

Determine whether mooring field will be municipal, concession or non-profit

{{

Solicit public input

Fee Schedule Considerations
{{

Different Transient vs. Live-Aboard fees

{{

Reduced rate for off-peak season

{{

Monthly facility fee for amenities not included in base rate
{{

{{

Ex.: Vero Beach fees support facilities including fueling facility, pump-out facility, and
restrooms.

Reduced rate or tiered fees, graduated down for long-term stay

Amenities and Services:
{{

{{

Included Services
{{

Are they covered in the basic fee structure?

{{

Shower?

{{

Parking?

{{

Laundry?

Services Provided at Additional Cost
{{

{{

Will boaters expect the service to be at an additional cost?

Consider a monthly flat fee

Technical Considerations
{{
{{
{{
{{
{{

Vessel Types & Sizes
Subsurface Conditions
Tidal Parameters
Wind Exposure & Fetch
Mooring Radius Overlap
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Mooring Field
Vessel and Example
Ordinances
Establishing a mooring field in Florida may seem like a daunting
process, but by following the lead of other communities in Florida,
the process can be streamlined by learning from the development
of other ordinances. The list below includes some of the mooring
fields referenced in this document that the City of Cape Coral can
model their own ordinance from. Included at Appendix A, are the
mooring field ordinances from some of the boating communities
in South Florida.

Existing and Permitted Mooring Fields in
Florida:
{{

City of Naples – 12 moorings

{{

Fort Myers - 49 moorings

{{

Fort Myers Beach - 70 moorings

{{

Key West - 149 moorings

{{

Marathon Boot Key - 226 moorings

{{

Punta Gorda - 42 moorings

{{

Sarasota - 35 moorings

{{

Stuart - 69 moorings

{{

Vero Beach - 57 moorings

Pros/Cons:
{{

{{

{{

{{

{{

{{

Future upland facilities could be required by FDEP permitting
process to include restrooms, showers, garbage disposal, and
sewage pump-out at Four Freedoms Park. This can also
include ongoing maintenance of pump out apparatus and
annual reporting to various regulatory agencies. This is a
substantial investment that needs to be evaluated on a
return on investment business value equation/business plan.
USACE, FDEP, FWC and the State Health Department would
need to be part of the permitting process. This is multi-year
permitting process.
Alternative opportunity - contract with third party entity to
oversee/manage all mooring operations. At some point, this
could be a viable economic alternative.
Funding constraints – state and WCIND –specific criteria
would have to be met for possible funding for a pump out
station or pump out vessel.
Permitting considerations - if seagrasses are present in study
area. This is also a consideration from a permitting
perspective that may involve future mitigation for potential
impacts if seagrasses are present.
FWC will likely need be consulted on essential fish habitat for
possible habitat impacts.

Technical Resources to Support Mooring
Field Development:
{{

State of Florida Technical Assistance Team (FDEP)

{{

Working Waterfronts Florida

{{

Office of Boating and Waterways (FWC)

{{

Florida Boating Improvements Trust Fund

{{

Florida Inland Navigation District (FIND)

{{

Clean Vessel Act grant program (FDEP)

{{

Florida Sea Grant

Boot Key Harbor Mooring Field
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Fort Myers Beach Mooring Field
City of Naples Mooring Field:

Vero Beach Municipal Mooring Field:

• $15 per day
• Maximum of 4 consecutive nights, then out 1 day, then back
for a maximum of 4 nights. (8 days total in a 30-day period)
• Pump out and lockout requirements
• No hanging clothes
• Noise restrictions

•
•
•
•

Fort Myers Beach Mooring Field:
• Fees depend on length of stay
• Pump-out services and facilities included in fees
• Facilities include dinghy docks, restrooms, laundry room and
garbage disposal
• Private Marina manages mooring field under concession from
city

•
•
•
•

Mooring Field offers long-term and transient moorings.
Anchoring limited outside mooring field by city ordinance
Length of stay regulation
Fees support facilities including fueling facility, pump-out
facility, and restrooms.
Employees include harbormaster, assistant harbor master and
part time employees.
Harbormaster resides at the anchorage.
There is also an advisory board to the anchorage.
Establishes Enterprise Fund – money that it earns goes back to
support the MMF.

Current Mooring Field Rates:
*Rates ($)
Mooring Field

Daily

Weekly

Monthly

City of Naples

15

n/a

n/a

Fort Myers

18

103

312

Fort Myers Beach

20

140

225

Key West

19

133

343

Marathon-Boot Key

22

115

324

Punta Gorda

13

72

226

Sarasota

25

175

250-345

Stuart

35

170

400

Vero Beach

16

112

324

*Data accurate as of March 30, 2018.
References
A Guide for Local Communities that are Considering Creating a Managed Mooring Field PowerPoint Presentation. UF/IFAS Extension and
Charlotte County, 2015.
Anchoring Away: Government Regulation and the Rights of Navigation in Florida, Sea Grant, 2011.

Number of vessels berthed within Bimini Basin
In an email dated March 7, 2018 from the City of Cape Coral Harbormaster, Rich Gainley to Wyatt Daltry, the City sees on average 12 vessels
per month in anchored in the Bimini Basin. This would translate to 144 vessels annually that would visit the area annually. If assumed to
representative of past years, a total of 720 vessels would have been anchored in the Bimini Basin.
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Cape Coral Mooring Field
Public Information Session #1
April 3rd, 2018

The first public information session was held on Tuesday, April 3rd at the Cape Coral
Community Redevelopment Agency from 5 – 7 pm.
The session was promoted through the project website, social media, calendar postings, local
news, business, and community organizations, and through the city. Print collateral was
available in information rack cards and flyers. Mounted boards were posted for attendees to
view the potential maximum area of a mooring field.
Approximately 40 community members participated in the open Q&A session. It was clear
that this is a very passionate issue for residents and there was unanimous support for moving
forward. While some residents question the current inability to enforce any former or current
policy/ordinance/regulation immediately, they support this process.
Several key concerns and considerations were expressed during the session. A few of the
most common are identified below. Following this summary are the comment cards or
prepared notes that were submitted at the end of the session.
{{
{{

{{
{{

{{
{{
{{

{{
{{

Water quality and dumping into the basin was consistently the #1 issue
Multi-day (transient) mooring is supported, however should be limited to a few to
several days at a time
No live aboard boats
Limit the number of boats within the mooring field – generally ranges from 10 – 25
based on feedback
Limit the sizes of boats within the mooring field – generally ranges from 20 – 40’
Noise levels must be included within the ordinance
Concern boats that will either be denied permits or will exhaust their permit time will
simply move to another location in Cape Coral
Restrict amount of boat repair or maintenance that can be done on the water
Multiple significant events occur within the Bimini Basin annually that cannot be
disrupted by boats in the mooring field

These items will be used in the process of creating the mooring field layout options as well as
the draft ordinance for use during the May 1st public information session.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Squarespace
Beck, Jared
Form Submission - New Form
Tuesday, April 03, 2018 10:05:00 AM

Name: Edwin Hauck
Email Address: ehauck1@hotmail.com
Message: Moorings have been greatly needed for the Bimini Basin, which I have a condo no
the basin
Just to eliminate the derelick boat and to control the flushing of holding tanks in our
waterways
I have traveled to the virgin islands and everywhere you go you must use a mooring and it
works fine
E Hauck
(Sent via Cape Coral Mooring Field)

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Squarespace
Beck, Jared
Form Submission - New Form
Friday, April 06, 2018 1:04:37 AM

Name: Gina Chancy
Email Address: Ginachancy@gmail.com
Message: Why isn’t there a big warning sign posted? It was our 1st time there & wondered
over from playground to the picturesque picknic tables. We were there this Tuesday with my 3
yr old (& 6 yr old niece, & other kids) who played in the water.
(Sent via Cape Coral Mooring Field)

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Squarespace
Beck, Jared
Form Submission - New Form
Thursday, April 05, 2018 10:20:50 AM

Name: jason pim
Email Address: jpim1@comcast.net
Message: Is there any way to receive a recap or minutes of Tuesday public information
session?
(Sent via Cape Coral Mooring Field)

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Squarespace
Beck, Jared
Form Submission - New Form
Thursday, April 05, 2018 12:49:54 PM

Name: Jim Fogle
Email Address: jfogle7885@aol.com
Message: I am on the Board of Directors for Waterside West COA at 416 and 420 Tudor Dr. I
observe illegal activities every day as my home office overlooks the Basin. On calm mornings,
you can see an oil and sewage sheen on top of the water. Some of the abandoned boats have
been out there for 3-4 years with no one on them except for the 2 boats of gypsies that came in
last fall and are still there. One of the gypsie's boat has four adults and a mid sized dog living
on board a 25ft sailboat (hull # MO71628). The other gypsie boat is a Hunter 25ft with 2
adults living on board (Hull # FL3570GH). They have boarded most of the derelict boats
numerous times and transport items back and forth for storage. I have personally dealt with
several of the boats breaking loose from their moorings and ending up on our dock. Cape
Coral Marine units do nothing to enforce maritime mooring rules such as waste containment
and anchorage lights. I know what I am talking about as I am a USCG Master Captain
observing this situation for 5 years now. I will be at the meeting on May 1st.
(Sent via Cape Coral Mooring Field)

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Squarespace
Beck, Jared
Form Submission - New Form
Monday, April 02, 2018 11:48:52 AM

Name: Joe Galewski
Email Address: joe@avalon-insurance.com
Message: Will the mooring field invite more boats to anchor in the Bimini Basin? I am all
about getting rid of the eye soars and squatters that are currently living in the basin now. I own
a home looking directly at the basin and can no longer stand looking at these nasty boats filled
with drifters that could possibly be drug attics and sex offenders. It is amazing that they are
allowed to stay there for years not maintaining their vessels . To top it off they are anchored
right off Four Freedoms Park where many children play (not saying any of these squatters are
sex offenders but who regulates that if they are and are they allowed to live next to the park?)
Will changing the Basin to a mooring field have any repercussions on future events that are
always held in the Basin such as the Christmas Boat Parade and the Cardboard boat races?
Thank you for taking the time to read and thank you for helping with the problem in our
beautiful Bimini Basin!
Joe Galewski
(Sent via Cape Coral Mooring Field)

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Squarespace
Beck, Jared
Form Submission - New Form
Tuesday, April 03, 2018 4:13:12 PM

Name: John Conroy
Email Address: JohnFloridaSW@aol.com
Message: A regulated "Mooring Field" in the Bimini Basin is long overdue!
Well over 70 percent of the boats currently anchored there have been there for more than six
months. I have witnessed and reported brown discharges coming from the side of sailboats and
predawn dumping of 5 gallon pails over the side of other boats.
Marine Division officers and Florida Fish and Wildlife officials tell me that nothing can be
done unless they see it happen.
The West end of Four Freedoms park has become a daytime safe haven for some of the
boaters and nearly a dozen land based homeless persons. They leave behind their trash and
bottles strewn about.
Occasionally, an elderly gentleman and my wife and I pick up the trash and deposit it in the
nearby receptacles. The City workers remove the bags several times a week, but seldom bend
over to pick up trash strewn about.
(Sent via Cape Coral Mooring Field)

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Squarespace
Beck, Jared
Form Submission - New Form
Thursday, April 05, 2018 8:56:27 PM

Name: John Lewis
Email Address: Jail16@aol.com
Message: What was the City of Cape Coral thinking when they built a beach fifty yards from
where boaters have been dumping their bodily wastes for years and years? Now they want to
build up around this Basin and put more people in the water which is already polluted. My
neighbors and myself are tired of calling to boasters to "slow down". The more boaters, the
more speeders and wakes that travel back and forth across the canal long after the boat has
passed. No one should fish or swim in that sludge being left by the boaters. Making them pay
will not solve the problem. The pollution will still be there. Stop it all together. The rainy
season will not help as some have suggested. There is just more run off from the streets to
assist with the pollution. I own a condo on the Bimini Canal so I see this every day.
(Sent via Cape Coral Mooring Field)

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Squarespace
Beck, Jared
Form Submission - New Form
Monday, April 02, 2018 8:24:31 PM

Name: Leonard Epp
Email Address: EPPLG@MOUNTUNION.EDU
Message: Late this afternoon I learned about the public meeting regarding the potential
mooring field in Bimini Basin. As a condo owner on the basin I am unhappy that I will not be
able to attend as I made unchangeable out-of-town plans for tomorrow. As a snowbird I will
be back in Ohio on the May date so again will not be able to attend. So, I would like to make
the following comments here. PLEASE, get rid of the moldy, unattractive and abandoned
boats outside my window. (One of the 17 out there today has been there, honestly I believe,
for all 6 years I have been renting/owning on the basin and I have never seen anyone on it.)
PLEASE, get rid of the homeless live-aboards who have been out there for years, storing their
belongings on multiple boats, living all day in the park next to the children's playground in
Four Freedoms Park, and dumping their bilge in the basin outside my window. PLEASE get
rid of Cape Coral's only existing slum which is an embarrassment to our whole community. (I
must say I don't understand why the city is worried about legitimate hardworking, taxpaying
residents parking their business vehicles in their driveways and paying the city taxes on their
business income, while ignoring the abandoned, derelict and homeless-occupied boats parked
in one of the most scenic and desirable parts of our city. And how much do those derelict boat
owners pay in taxes? Hmmmm?). Now I suppose there will be some residents in the area of
the basin who will oppose the Bimini Basin area development no matter what. I feel
development of this valuable area is unavoidable and accept it because I fully believe that this
development will progress with all due consideration to the current area residents. But, the
current basin situation is, in my estimation, a separate matter. It is a situation that the city
should deal with, not because it affects future development, but because it is the right thing to
do for the city of Cape Coral. Thank you for considering my opinion.
(Sent via Cape Coral Mooring Field)

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Squarespace
Beck, Jared
Form Submission - New Form
Thursday, April 05, 2018 5:53:06 PM

Name: Paul Rod
Email Address: Paulrod@comcast.net
Message: I live on the water in Cape Coral and occasionally visit Bimini Basin whenever
there are special events. Some of the boats anchored are complete garbage and probably don’t
have running engines and are clearly dumping sewage.. So much growth on the hulls that they
probably couldn’t even be towed. A mooring field would be a great idea for the city but would
have to be carefully monitored and standards for vessels would have to be set (working
engines, properly secured sewage lines, etc.).
(Sent via Cape Coral Mooring Field)

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Squarespace
Beck, Jared
Form Submission - New Form
Wednesday, April 04, 2018 1:05:21 PM

Name: Richard Ordway
Email Address: Svcambia@yahoo.com
Message: Moorings work. We sailed full time for 17 yrs. Loved the places with moorings and
pump out boats . It makes for a secure, clean harbor.
(Sent via Cape Coral Mooring Field)

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Squarespace
Beck, Jared
Form Submission - New Form
Wednesday, April 04, 2018 9:48:34 PM

Name: Sam McKay
Email Address: smckay2004@hotmail.com
Message: The Bimini Basin is the only sailboat-draft anchorage area assessable via public
easement (Four Freedoms Park) within walking distance to 47th terrace. I know of no other
Florida city that provides free public mooring so close to its downtown. When the basin is
developed to resemble Cape Harbour (a certainty), how many retirees will remain to complain
about anything going on there? Who could afford it?
(Sent via Cape Coral Mooring Field)

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Squarespace
Beck, Jared
Form Submission - New Form
Thursday, March 29, 2018 6:45:36 PM

Name: Tim Argie
Email Address: tjargie@yahoo.com
Message: Over the past several years, we have enjoyed anchoring in Bimini Basin numerous
times - on our way out the Caloosahatchee River to cruise various places and on our way back
in the Caloosahatchee River. We store our boat near LaBelle.
We come here to provision at the nearby grocery stores (Paesano's is great). Anything we need
is at the nearby hardware and West Marine. Laundry and propane refills are also very
convenient. We also enjoy eating at the local restaurants. Many of our cruising friends are
reluctant to stay here because of the crowded conditions with the stored boats and the large
number of full time liveaboards. We would welcome the extra security of a mooring field in
Bimini Basin!
(Sent via Cape Coral Mooring Field)

Appendix - Mooring Field
Example Ordinances

City of Cape Coral // Mooring Field Ordinance Development Plan and Regulatory Analysis of Bimini Basin

DIVISION 1. - GENERALLY
Sec. 46-91. - Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed
to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:
Anchorage means a customary, suitable and designated harbor area in which vessels may anchor.
Anchoring means the use of a heavy device fastened to a line or chain to hold a vessel in a desired
position.
Designated special anchorage areas means anchorage areas designated by the coast guard where
it has been determined such an anchorage ground is necessitated due to maritime or commercial
interests.
Emergency means any occurrence, or threat thereof, whether natural, technological or manmade, in
war or in peace, which results or may result in substantial injury or harm to the population or substantial
damage to or loss of property.
Harbor means a natural or manmade anchorage and/or mooring area providing some degree of
protection and security from storms.
Harbor management plan for mooring area means a plan adopted by ordinance of the city council to
address the rules and regulations of anchoring, mooring, and speed limits on the river bottom owned by
the city.
Harbormaster/dockmaster means a designated city employee charged with implementation of the
harbor management plan for mooring area.
Houseboat/live-aboard vessel means any vessel which is used primarily as a residence for a
minimum of 21 days during any 30-day period, in a county of this state, and this residential use of the
vessel is to the preclusion of the use of the vessel as a means of transportation. This includes any vessel
represented as a place of business, a professional or other commercial enterprise, or a legal residence. A
commercial fishing boat is expressly excluded from the term "live-aboard vessel."
Mooring means permanent ground tackle where vessels are kept at anchor.
Mooring field means a designated area where permanent ground tackle is utilized to provide multiple
vessel moorings in accordance with the harbor management plan for mooring area.
Vessel means a term synonymous with the word "boat," as referenced in section 1(b), section VII of
the state constitution, and includes every description of watercraft, barge, and airboat, other than a
seaplane on the water, used or capable of being used as a means of transportation on water under the
Florida Vessel Registration and Safety Law.

(Code 1991, § 9-64; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Cross reference— Definitions and rules of construction, § 1-2.
Sec. 46-92. - Intent.
It is the intent of the harbor management plan for mooring area to address the primary management
of the managed mooring field located in the Caloosahatchee River on the Okeechobee Waterway. The
harbor management plan for mooring area also addresses anchoring outside the designated anchorage
and speed/wake limitations on the remainder of the city-owned river bottom. The purpose of the city yacht
basin is to be boater friendly and encourage more boaters to visit downtown; therefore, there is a need to
provide additional facilities to accommodate transient vessels in an anchorage or a mooring, or at a dock.

(Code 1991, § 9-60; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-93. - Purpose.
The purpose of the harbor management plan for mooring area is to establish a plan for adequate
management of the managed mooring field in a manner that will reduce the potential discharge of
pollutants into the water and provide boaters with maximum protection from irresponsible or unthinking
actions of other boaters.

(Code 1991, § 9-61; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-94. - Target group of boaters.
The harbor management plan for mooring area is designed to accommodate the needs of operators
of adequately equipped sailboats operating their vessels in a responsible manner. However, this plan also
addresses possible issues that may arise from irresponsible actions of a minority group of boaters
anticipated to utilize the managed mooring field. It is acknowledged that the majority of vessel operators
are responsible and comply with applicable federal and state requirements.

(Code 1991, § 9-62; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-95. - Applicability; enforcement.
The harbor management plan for mooring area shall apply to all vessel(s), owner(s), crew(s), and
guests entering the managed mooring field. Any vessel operator in violation of federal law(s) or
regulation(s), state law(s) or regulation(s), or this Code would result in cause for eviction from the
managed mooring field.

(Code 1991, § 9-63; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Secs. 46-96—46-120. - Reserved.
DIVISION 2. - MANAGED MOORING FIELD RULES
Sec. 46-121. - Authority of harbormaster/dockmaster.
The harbormaster/dockmaster has the right to assign berths and moorings. No vessel shall occupy
any mooring berth without the approval of the harbormaster/dockmaster or his designee. Subleasing of
any mooring by the lessee is prohibited. Owners wishing to transfer to a different mooring other than the
one assigned must obtain the prior authorization of the harbormaster/dockmaster or his designee and
complete the required forms. It may be necessary to reassign a vessel from the particular space rented to
another mooring within the managed mooring field as dictated by the practical needs of the existing use
of the managed mooring field and the tenants therein. The decision or interpretation of this article shall be
the responsibility of the harbormaster/dockmaster.

(Code 1991, § 9-70; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-122. - Vessels allowed; toilet facilities.
(a)

Only vessels that are in compliance with the United States Coast Guard (USCG) regulations, and
state statutes, particularly the operational and safety standards, shall be allowed within the managed

mooring field. Only seaworthy vessels in good operating condition, capable of maneuvering under
their own power or sail, possessing current registration and acceptable documentation, shall be
allowed to moor or anchor within the managed mooring field. This is to ensure that all vessels are
functional and operational, in the interest of public safety.
(b)

The decision of whether a vessel is considered to be in good operational condition and capable of
maneuvering under its own power shall be the responsibility of the harbormaster/dockmaster, based
on the United States Coast Guard and state laws and regulations concerning safety and operational
requirements.

(c)

All vessels, except dinghies, without an integral source of propulsion (sail or motorized) are not
allowed to remain within the managed mooring field. Examples of vessels that would not be allowed
to remain within the managed mooring field are a sailboat with no motor and no sails, a motorboat
with no motor, or a vessel that must be towed. This requirement does not include vessels that
require minor sail or engine repairs.

(d)

Every vessel 26 feet or more in length, which has an enclosed cabin with berthing facilities, shall,
while on the waters of the state, be equipped with a toilet. On a vessel, other than a houseboat, the
toilet may be portable or permanently installed. Every permanently installed toilet shall be properly
attached to the appropriate United States Coast Guard certified or labeled marine sanitation device.

(e)

Every houseboat shall be equipped with at least one permanently installed toilet, which shall be
properly connected to a United States Coast Guard certified or labeled type III marine sanitation
device. If the toilet is simultaneously connected to both a type III marine sanitation device and
another approved marine sanitation device, the valve or other mechanism selecting between the two
marine sanitation devices shall be set to direct all sewage to the type III marine sanitation device
and, while the vessel is on the waters of the state, shall be locked or otherwise secured by the boat
operator so as to prevent resetting.

(Code 1991, § 9-71; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-123. - Transportation requirements.
All vessels should have a dinghy or other small craft as a method of conveyance to enable access to
the dinghy dock and the office of the harbormaster/dockmaster. The vessel owner shall report the
absence of a dinghy to the harbormaster/dockmaster. The vessel owner is responsible for transportation
to and from the office of the harbormaster/dockmaster for registering to rent the mooring facilities. The
vessel owner can utilize his main vessel for this purpose by temporarily bringing it to the fuel dock. The
lack of such a dinghy shall not be cause to refuse rental of a mooring. It is the sole responsibility of the
occupants of the vessel to provide their own conveyance to the upland facilities. Under no circumstances
is the city yacht basin responsible for owning, operating or maintaining a dinghy for the exclusive use of
mooring patrons.

(Code 1991, § 9-72; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-124. - Commercial uses.
(a)

Commercial activities or vessels engaged in commercial activities are prohibited from mooring in the
managed mooring field. The site is designed as a recreational and residential site and shall be
maintained as such. No advertising or soliciting shall be permitted on any vessel within the managed
mooring field, except for "for sale" signs, not to exceed one square foot in size. Each vessel shall be
limited to two "for sale" signs. Commercial vessels, such as day charter or sport fishing boats, will be
allowed to store the boats on a mooring the same as a private vessel tenant.

(b)

Minor commercial activities and vessels, such as water taxis, delivery vessels, pump-out vessels,
and those performing minor repairs on mooring vessels, may extend service to the vessels in the

managed mooring field. The harbormaster/dockmaster shall make the final decision on determining
whether a commercial vessel is allowed in the managed mooring field.

(Code 1991, § 9-73; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-125. - Repairs.
Major repairs or refitting of vessels, including any activity that could result in a deposition of any
materials into the waterway or within the managed mooring field, are strictly prohibited since a significant
water quality violation would result in an adverse impact to public health. Only minor repairs or
mechanical adjustments may be conducted on vessels while in the managed mooring field. The
harbormaster/dockmaster office shall be notified in advance to verify compliance of any proposed activity.

(Code 1991, § 9-74; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-126. - Mooring and anchoring methods.
(a)

(b)

The method of mooring vessels in the managed mooring field shall be by tying the buoy line to the
bow only. The line used to attach a vessel to the mooring buoy shall be the one furnished, which has
one end permanently attached to buoy. No vessel shall be moored at the stern or be tied to more
than one buoy or points on a vessel. There shall be no dropping or placement of additional anchors
or anchor systems from any vessel in the managed mooring field. All vessels within the managed
mooring field shall only use the established buoys and anchoring systems.
Vessels may not anchor in a manner that:
(1)

Jeopardizes other vessels at anchor or underway;

(2)

Might cause damage to other property or persons; and/or

(3)

Impedes access to docks, slips or public or private property.

(Code 1991, § 9-75; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-127. - Abandonment of vessels.
If a vessel is left unattended for more than 72 continuous hours without giving prior notification to the
harbormaster/dockmaster, the vessel shall be considered abandoned. If any vessel is determined to be
abandoned, it may be stored in a secure location or commercial marina for 30 days, during which time the
harbormaster/dockmaster shall make a reasonable, diligent effort to locate the owner of the vessel. If the
vessel is not reclaimed within 30 days, the vessel shall be sold under the process prescribed by state
statutes, at fair market value, which will cover the cost of unpaid rental fees, as well as any fees due for
storage.

(Code 1991, § 9-76; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-128. - Drug use or possession policy.
It is the policy of the city not to tolerate any illegal drug use or possession within its boundaries,
which includes the managed mooring field. Such use or possession shall subject the offender to be
immediately prosecuted to the fullest extent of the provisions of all applicable laws.

(Code 1991, § 9-77; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)

Sec. 46-129. - Illegal activities prohibited.
Any illegal activity within the boundaries of the city, which includes the manned mooring field, shall
be grounds for immediate prosecution under the provisions of state statutes and/or this Code. It is the
intent of the city to prosecute each violation to the fullest extent of the law.

(Code 1991, § 9-78; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-130. - Liability of city.
The city assumes no liability for use of the managed mooring field by tenants or guests. Also, the city
neither assumes, nor accepts any responsibility for personal possessions, vessel, dinghy, or their
contents or use while said vessels are located within the managed mooring field or upland facilities.
Persons using the water of the city shall assume all risk of personal injury and damage or loss to their
property. The city assumes no risk due to accident, fire, theft, vandalism, or acts of God.

(Code 1991, § 9-79; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-131. - Anchoring outside designated anchorage.
(a)

Overnight anchoring south of the Intracoastal Waterway is prohibited from markers 39—58. Shortterm anchoring in this area is permitted during city permitted waterfront activities, such as band
concerts and firework displays. For the purposes of this subsection, the term "short-term" means
three hours before and after said event. Overnight anchoring will not be allowed.

(b)

Vessels may anchor not more than seven consecutive days out of any 28 days north of the
Intracoastal Waterway from markers 39—58, but not in the managed mooring field, nor in any other
location that would impede other vessels' travel to channels or docks in the area. Vessels anchored
on the city-owned river bottom, but not in the designated anchorage, are not allowed to utilize any
city yacht basin amenities, including the dinghy dock.

(Code 1991, § 9-80; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Secs. 46-132—46-150. - Reserved.
DIVISION 3. - RESPONSIBILITIES OF TENANTS
Sec. 46-151. - Safe operation of vessels.
Reckless or careless operation of any vessel, including but not limited to violation of navigation rules,
when the vessel endangers or is likely to endanger life, limb, property or person, shall be grounds for
immediate eviction from the managed mooring field.

(Code 1991, § 9-85; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-152. - Use of sewage pump-out facilities.
(a)

Absolutely no discharge of sewage or other pollutants within the managed mooring field is allowed.
Use of the pump-out facility located at the fuel dock of the city yacht basin or some other pump-out
facility is required on an as needed basis. The other pump-out facility could be a floating facility,
sometimes known as a "honey barge," should one be put into operation. All tenants within the
managed mooring field must maintain strict compliance with 33 CFR 159 and F.S. § 327.53, as to

the operation and management of marine sanitation devices to reduce discharges that would
adversely impact public health. The use of the yacht basin pump-out facility is free for all tenants and
the general public.
(b)

Violation of this section will be reason for immediate eviction, withholding of any security deposit
and prosecution to the fullest extent provided by federal, state and city laws. Enforcement of sewage
discharge laws will be by the state fish and wildlife conservation commission, state marine patrol,
who currently perform random boarding and inspections of anchored and docked vessels.

(Code 1991, § 9-86; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-153. - Conduct of tenants.
(a)

Tenants shall use discretion in using any sound producing devices or machinery, which may include
but is not limited to televisions, radios, stereos and musical instruments, so as not to create a
nuisance to other tenants. Generators, blowers or other noisy machinery shall not be operated
between the hours of 8:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. Disorderly, boisterous or rowdy conduct by a vessel
owner, crew or guest that disturbs the peace of other occupants in the managed mooring field shall
be cause for a warning to the operator/tenant or eviction of the vessel from the managed mooring
field.

(b)

The use of charcoal burners or any open flame equipment is prohibited on the docks or other
common areas, except as provided by the city yacht basin. Swimming, diving and fishing are
prohibited from yacht basin docks and bulkheads. All pets must be leashed while on the docks or in
any of the common areas. Pets are permitted, provided they do not disturb other tenants. Laundry
shall not be placed in public view aboard any vessel or in the common area.

(Code 1991, § 9-87; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-154. - Discharge of waste or other materials.
(a)

While within the managed mooring field, any discharge into the river of any fluids, waste or other
material, regardless of the nature thereof, that would adversely impact public health, except for clean
bilge or properly treated wastewater, is prohibited by state and federal law. If the
harbormaster/dockmaster or any employee observes any such discharge, they will immediately
notify the department of environmental protection or call the state warning point number (800-3200519). If such a discharge occurs and is illegal, eviction from the managed mooring field shall be
mandatory, once appropriate environmental enforcement action has been taken.

(b)

In the event of an accidental discharge, the vessel captain, operator, or owner shall immediately
notify the harbormaster/dockmaster to ensure any action that could improve the containment of the
spilled/discharged material will begin as soon as possible.

(Code 1991, § 9-88; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-155. - Boarding by law enforcement personnel.
The vessel operator is encouraged to cooperate with, and assist law enforcement personnel in, the
lawful pursuit of their duties. The vessel operator shall not improperly resist or obstruct a lawful boarding
or inspection conducted by a law enforcement officer.

(Code 1991, § 9-89; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-156. - Emergency repairs in absence of tenant.

The harbormaster/dockmaster shall have the authority to make necessary repairs in the event of an
emergency when an unattended vessel is in immediate danger of sinking or represents a threat to other
vessels. The emergency may include, but shall not be limited to, the vessel sinking or fire, breakdown of a
bilge, fuel or sewage pumps or fluid leaks or broken lines. The cost of repairs, parts and labor will be
assessed to the owner of the vessel and be due and payable within 48 hours of the return of the owner of
the vessel or as provided by the harbormaster/dockmaster. If the vessel is deemed to be in imminent
danger of sinking, fails to meet United States Coast Guard and state standards, leaks fluids or materials,
or represents a threat to other vessels, the harbormaster/dockmaster will require repairs to be made
within a reasonable, but specific time frame. If the repairs are not adequately accomplished, the vessel
may be evicted from the managed mooring field.

(Code 1991, § 9-90; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-157. - Departure of vessels with delinquent dockage accounts.
It is unlawful for the vessel owner to vacate a mooring without the permission of the
harbormaster/dockmaster when said vessel has a delinquent dockage account. Additionally, as part of
the lease agreement, the city clerk will be authorized to place a lien on the vessel for the cost of the
unpaid fees or charges assessed by the harbormaster/dockmaster.

(Code 1991, § 9-91; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Secs. 46-158—46-180. - Reserved.
DIVISION 4. - AMENITIES AND SERVICES
Sec. 46-181. - Damage of amenities and property.
Misuse of any amenity or property is grounds for eviction. If any tenant, crew or guest damages any
property or equipment of the amenities, due to neglect, misuse, vandalism or failure to follow stated
instructions, they shall be held responsible for the cost of repair and replacement, as well as any civil or
criminal charges for the activity.

(Code 1991, § 9-95; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-182. - Use of parking spaces.
(a)

Use of city yacht basin parking spaces is limited to customers who have a monthly lease agreement
for a specified numbered parking space. Vehicles parked in the city yacht basin numbered parking
spaces must at all times display an authorized parking pass on the dash or on the back of the rear
view mirror. The pass must reflect the same number as the parking space.

(b)

Parking spaces are leased on an as available basis only. Parking spaces, when available, will only
be leased to slip holders or tenants with managed mooring field leases.

(Code 1991, § 9-96; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-183. - Use of dinghy docks.
(a)

Registered managed mooring field tenants shall have free use of the dinghy docks located at
floating dock D, slips D34—D40, at the city yacht basin. Dockage is limited to a single dinghy at any
one time, with a maximum length of ten feet overall. Dinghies must be kept in the water and secured
by a single line of good quality from the bow to a cleat or ring on the dock.

(b)

Use of the dinghy docks by vessels anchored in designated anchorage is included in the anchorage
amenity package. The same restrictions apply as to vessels in the managed mooring field.

(Code 1991, § 9-97; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-184. - Use of sewage pump-out facility.
The city yacht basin pump-out facility, located on the riverside of the fuel dock, shall be open and in
operation from 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., seven days a week, with the exception of Thanksgiving Day and
Christmas Day. There is no fee for the use of this facility. All vessels in the managed mooring field must
use the pump-out facility on an as required basis.

(Code 1991, § 9-98; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Secs. 46-185—46-200. - Reserved.
DIVISION 5. - LEASING REQUIREMENTS
Sec. 46-201. - Lease agreement.
(a)

Tenancy in the managed mooring field shall fall into three categories defined as follows:
(1)

Transient: Overnight to less than one month;

(2)

Monthly: One to 11 months;

(3)

Annually: Twelve months or longer.

(b)

All vessels with the intention of utilizing the managed mooring field must make prior reservations
with the office of the harbormaster/dockmaster, regardless of the planned length of stay.
Arrangements for transient stays are on a space available basis and can be made upon arrival
utilizing a very high frequency (VHF) radio on channel 16. Arrangements for any other length of stay
shall be made prior to arrival, in person or via telephone.

(c)

The tenants, upon taking residence within the managed mooring field, shall execute
acknowledgement of the rules of the harbor management plan for mooring area, as well as the
operational requirements of the managed mooring field. The lease agreement shall contain
reasonable language, as deemed necessary, to enforce compliance with the provisions of this
article.

(d)

A description of the requirements of the tenants, based on the terms of their anticipated stay, shall
be as follows:
(1)

Transient tenant (one day to less than one month) shall sign a lease/dockage agreement with a
hold harmless clause, as well as a section on the acknowledgement of the rules and operational
requirements within the managed mooring field, and pay the required daily fee in advance.
There will be no assessment of a security deposit for transient tenants.

(2)

Monthly tenant (one month to less than 12 months) shall sign a lease/dockage agreement with
a hold harmless clause, as well as a section on the acknowledgement of the rules and
operational requirements within the managed mooring field, and pay the required monthly fee(s)
in advance. A tenant may pay in advance for multimonth mooring; however, there will be no
refunds. It is the responsibility of the tenant for payment of the monthly fee at the beginning of
each rental period. There will be no assessment of a security deposit for monthly tenants.

(3)

Annual tenants (12 months or longer) shall sign a lease/dockage agreement with a hold
harmless clause, as well as a section of the acknowledgement of the rules and operational
requirements within the managed mooring field. A security deposit equal to two months'

mooring fee will be paid at the beginning of the lease. The security deposit will be returned after
the final bill is paid in full. The monthly mooring fee will be billed the first of each month for the
preceding month or partial month. Partial months will be pro rated.

(Code 1991, § 9-101; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-202. - Tenant information required.
(a)

(b)

The owner/vessel operator shall provide the following information for the lease/dockage agreement
for the managed mooring field:
(1)

Owner's name;

(2)

Owner's home address, including city and state;

(3)

Owner's telephone number;

(4)

Emergency number (monthly and annual agreements);

(5)

Length overall (LOA);

(6)

Beam;

(7)

Draft;

(8)

Type of vessel;

(9)

Mooring assignment;

(10)

Vessel name;

(11)

Registration or document number.

The tenant shall be responsible to inform the harbormaster/dockmaster of any changes in the
preceding required lease information.

(Code 1991, § 9-102; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-203. - Vacation of moorings.
Monthly and annual managed mooring field leaseholders are required to notify the office of the
harbormaster/dockmaster whenever they plan to vacate the mooring for greater than 24 hours. A date of
departure and planned time of return must be provided, if the vessel operator wants to maintain the right
of tenancy. The harbormaster/dockmaster reserves the right to rent any unoccupied mooring space when
an assigned vessel is absent for 24 hours or more, without any compensation to the mooring field
leaseholder.

(Code 1991, § 9-103; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Secs. 46-204—46-220. - Reserved.
DIVISION 6. - SPEED LIMITS
Sec. 46-221. - Outside Intracoastal Waterway.
The speed limit in the water bounded by the southbound Edison Bridge on the east, the
Caloosahatchee Bridge on the west, a line drawn between the bridges through the southern end of
Lofton's Island (Pleasure Key) on the north, and the southern edge of the Caloosahatchee River on the

south shall be idle speed/no wake. The speed limit between the bridges north of the above-mentioned
line to the north shore of the Caloosahatchee River shall be slow speed, minimum wake.

(Code 1991, § 9-110; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Secs. 46-222—46-240. - Reserved.
DIVISION 7. - SEVERE STORM OR HURRICANE PLAN[3]

Footnotes:
--- (3) --Cross reference— Civil emergencies, ch. 22; emergency services, ch. 34.

Sec. 46-241. - Established.
The office of the harbormaster/dockmaster shall, if possible, warn the managed mooring field tenants
to exercise prudent and appropriate judgment in the event that a severe storm or hurricane threatens the
area. The tenants shall be advised that the mooring equipment provided in the managed mooring field
may not be able to withstand a hurricane or tropical storm and/or the associated wind and tidal surges.
Evacuation of the managed mooring field will not be mandatory; however, it may be recommended.

(Code 1991, § 9-115; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Secs. 46-242—46-260. - Reserved.
DIVISION 8. - PLANS FOR FUTURE EXPANSION
Sec. 46-261. - Expansion of mooring field.
It may become necessary or desirable to expand the managed mooring field to address additional
mooring requirements.

(Code 1991, § 9-120; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Secs. 46-262—46-280. - Reserved.
DIVISION 9. - MANAGED MOORING AREA
Sec. 46-281. - General description.
The 24.3-acre managed mooring area is located northwest of Pleasure Key (Lofton's Island) and
provides for 49 moorings with a radius of 75 feet. The current plan is to install 25 moorings initially in
every other mooring spot to secure the entire area as a managed mooring field, allowing for the
installation of the additional 25 moorings when expansion is required. The mooring anchor points will be
150 feet apart, which will provide for a 75-foot radius. Under normal wind and current conditions, with the
full complement of 49 moorings, the vessels will be kept 75 feet apart. Initially, with every other mooring
installed, the distance will double to 150 feet, allowing experience to be gained in how the vessels lie in all
wind and current conditions.

(Code 1991, § 9-125; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-282. - Physical moorings.
The moorings, manufactured by Force 5 Mooring Systems, Inc., consist of a ten and one-half-foot
long galvanized three-quarter-inch diameter steel rod with an eye at one end. Each mooring will have two
or four two-inch by three-inch steel U-channels that are 12 inches long and located near the bottom of the
rod and hinged to a flat section of the rod. It is water jetted to its full length and then pulled upward. The
upward pull extends the U-channels and locks the mooring in the river bottom. Units that have four Uchannels are rated by the manufacturer for 60-foot vessels in class 3 hurricanes (120-mile per hour
winds). Units with two U-channels are rated by the manufacturer for 40-foot vessels in class 3 hurricanes.
The eye of the mooring rod is connected to a surface buoy by a three-quarter-inch polypropylene line.
The surface fiberglass buoys are 16 inches high and 24 inches in diameter. A mooring pennant will
connect the mooring buoy to the moored vessel.

(Code 1991, § 9-126; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)

Chapter 82 - WATERWAYS[1]
Footnotes:
--- (1) --Charter reference— Authority of city commission in development of free port, § 1.03.
Cross reference— Buildings and building regulations, ch. 14; coastal construction and floodplain
management codes, § 14-391 et seq.; environment, ch. 26; floods, ch. 34; planning and development, ch.
54; streets and sidewalks, ch. 62; planning and development, ch. 108; resources protection, ch. 110;
coastal resources, § 110-181 et seq.; zoning, ch. 122; waterways, watercraft and marine-related
structures, § 122-1186.
State Law reference— Vessels, F.S. ch. 327.

ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL
Sec. 82-1. - Penalties.
Violations of this chapter shall be punishable in accordance with section 1-15. Penalties imposed
under section 1-15 shall not be exclusive of any other applicable penalty or remedy under federal, state or
local law.

(Code 1986, § 42.12)
Sec. 82-2. - Alteration of Key West's main ship channel.
(a)

Unless approved by a super majority vote of the city commission, the city commission, its boards,
committees, agencies, authorized representatives or employees in the course of their duties, shall
not take any action individually or in cooperation with any person or entity which could result in the
widening, deepening or other alteration of Key West's main ship channel. Any such super majority
vote may only occur after notice by publication at least twenty-one (21) days in advance of the
meeting at which the vote is to take place.

(b)

This ordinance [section] may only be amended, rescinded or otherwise altered by a super majority
vote of the city commission.

(Ord. No. 14-01, § 1, 2-19-2014)
Secs. 82-3—82-30. - Reserved.
ARTICLE II. - VESSELS[2]

Footnotes:
--- (2) --Charter reference— Extension of police powers in the tidal waters, § 1.02; power for development of
municipal free port, § 103.
State Law reference— Vessel safety, F.S. ch. 327; beautification and improvement of waterways by
municipalities, F.S. § 342.03.

Sec. 82-31. - Unlawful docking and mooring.
(a)

Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:

Dinghy means a small boat usually 13 feet or less, either inflatable or rigid, that serves to provide
transportation between a larger anchored vessel and land.
Tender means a small boat larger than 13 feet but normally less than 20 feet, either inflatable or rigid
that serves to provide transportation between a larger anchored vessel and land.
(b)

It is unlawful to tie, moor, anchor, beach or attach in any way a vessel to public or private property,
including seawalls, structures, other vessels, waterway markers, signposts or fence posts, vegetation
(trees, bushes, plants) and submerged lands, without prior written permission from the owner within
the city limits, unless authorized by state and/or federal law. When the owner of the property is the
city, the written permission must be granted by the city manager or his/her designee. This written
permission shall be specific to the vessel by registration number and operator by name and shall
include the duration of permission to stay. Failure to provide written permission to a law enforcement
official may result in the removal and storage of the vessel at the owner's expense consistent with
state and local law. Responsibility of compliance with this section is the burden of the vessel
owner/operator.

(c)

All vessels docking at a city marina or mooring in a city mooring field shall abide by the rules and
regulations of the city. The respective dockmasters are authorized to enforce such rules and
regulations.

(d)

The city manager or his/her designee shall designate areas to be used as dinghy docks.

(e)

Dinghies in disrepair, with protruding edges or any other conditions that may damage a neighboring
docked dinghy will not be permitted to dock at the dinghy dock.

(f)

Prior to securing a dinghy at any city-owned dinghy dock designated by the city manager or his/her
designee or prior to securing a tender at any city-owned dock, the owner of the dinghy or tender shall
provide payment for dockage in advance. In addition, the owner of the dinghy or tender shall present
proof that the dinghy or tender was tethered to a vessel which is currently enrolled and participating
in the pump-out service administered by Monroe County. In the alternative, the owner of the dinghy
or tender may present a valid receipt establishing that the dinghy or tender was tethered to a vessel
which was serviced by a pump-out service within fourteen (14) days of the owner's request to dock.

(g)

In the event a dinghy is placed at a city-owned dock designated by the city manager or his/her
designee or a tender is placed at a city-owned dock without permission and without complying with
subsections (e) and (f) above, a notice of the violation will be placed on the dinghy or tender directing
the owner to contact the dock master to correct the violation or violations and to pay the dockage fee
within one (1) hour. In the event the violations are not remedied within the prescribed period, the
dinghy or tender will be towed by the dock master to the dock master's office where it will be
impounded and secured. A $25.00 impound fee to the marina will be required for release of the
dinghy or tender to its owner.

(Code 1986, § 42.01; Ord. No. 14-10, § 1, 5-6-2014)
Sec. 82-32. - Certain prohibitions for Salt Ponds.
(a)

fuel.

Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
Motorized vessel means any vessel powered by fuel, including but not limited to gasoline and diesel

Salt Ponds means the following described area: From the intersection of South Roosevelt Boulevard
with the south bank of Riviera Canal, proceed south and then west along South Roosevelt Boulevard to
Bertha Street; thence north along Bertha Street to Flagler Avenue; thence east along Flagler Avenue to
11th Street; thence south along 11th Street to the south bank of Riviera Canal; thence along the south
bank of Riviera Canal to its intersection with South Roosevelt Boulevard, but excluding the extension of
Riviera Canal, between Salt Run Creek and 11th Street, and excluding the two finger canals extending
southward from Riviera Canal and located within the Riviera Shores Subdivision.
Vessel means every type of watercraft used or capable of being used as a means of transportation
on or in water.
(b)

(c)

Prohibitions. No person shall:
(1)

Operate a motorized vessel in the Salt Ponds.

(2)

Conduct a commercial tour in the Salt Ponds using any type of vessel.

Exemption. Emergency craft shall be exempt from this section.

(Code 1986, § 42.02)
Sec. 82-33. - Marine sanitation systems.
(a)

Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
Compost system means a self-contained dry composting toilet.

Habitable vessel means a waterborne craft, including liveaboard vessels, that is equipped with an
onboard toilet which is connected to a fitting that allows for the overboard discharge of sewage.
Habitation means overnight occupation of a vessel or floating home by one or more persons, while
the vessel or floating home is moored, docked or anchored in any of the public waterways lying within the
city.
Incineration device means a facility approved by the United States Coast Guard located on a vessel
which is capable of reducing waste from any vessel to clean ash.
Marine sanitation device means a functioning facility capable of removing waste from any vessel and
discharging the waste into a disposal system approved by all governmental authorities having jurisdiction
over this system and available for use by persons living aboard habitable vessels.
(b)

Use required. Every owner of a habitable vessel where habitation is occurring and which is docked
or moored within the jurisdictional limits of the city and every real property owner who has a
habitable vessel where habitation is occurring docked or moored at his property shall be required to
have such vessel at all times use one of the following:
(1)

A marine sanitation device consistent with F.S. § 327.53;

(2)

An approved incineration device;

(3)

A dock or shoreside holding tank;

(4)

A compost system; or

(5)

A city sewer line.

(c)

Consistency with federal and state laws. All marine sanitation requirements of the city shall be
consistent with applicable federal and state laws.

(d)

Operators in Key West Bight. All operators of habitable vessels in the jurisdiction of the Key West
Bight shall abide by the following terms set forth in the Sovereignty Submerged Land Leases
between the city and the state: 440027185 page 6 section J & K and D.E.P. Marina Permit

440027185 section 9 & 10 (j&9): "The marina operator shall direct all vessels entering the facilities,
for the purpose of mooring, to the sewage pumpout facilities where 1. All holding tanks shall be
pumped 2. All vessels without holding tanks shall have the head discharge sea cock closed and
sealed. It is the responsibility of the lessee (City of Key West) to ensure thereafter that the holding
tanks of liveaboards are pumped at required intervals, and that vessels without holding tanks shall
have their sea cocks sealed…. The Lessee (City of Key West) and marina operations staff shall
inform all slip occupants in writing of the availability and requirements to use the sewage pumpout
facilities provided at the docking facility."
(e)

Prohibitions. It shall be unlawful for any person to discharge untreated or inadequately treated
sewage or, if it so pertains, to violate subsection (d) of this section. It shall be unlawful for any person
in the jurisdiction of the city to rent, lease, or otherwise provide dock space for any habitable vessel
unless the vessel is equipped with a marine sanitation system pursuant to subsection (b) of this
section. It shall be unlawful for any person to build, erect, install or use any article, machine,
equipment or other contrivance, the use of which will conceal any discharge that would otherwise
constitute a violation of any of the sections of this article.

(Code 1986, § 42.03)
State Law reference— Marine sanitation, F.S. § 327.53.
Sec. 82-34. - Noise.
All vessels shall comply with the muffle and other requirements in F.S. § 327.65.

(Code 1986, § 42.04)
State Law reference— Muffling devices, F.S. § 327.65.
Sec. 82-35. - Dockage fees.
All vessels docked in city marinas or moored at city mooring fields that are subject to dockage fees
shall have the dockage fees applied on a length-overall basis. To determine the length overall of a vessel,
the dockmaster shall measure the vessel from the furthermost portion of the bow to the aftermost portion
of the stern or platform, including additions or extensions.

(Code 1986, § 42.05)
Sec. 82-36. - Charterboats.
(a)

For the purposes of this section, the term "charterboat" means any vessel for hire or other watercraft
operated from a city dockage facility or private property for the purpose of providing a charter to
private parties.

(b)

All operators of charterboats and vessels for hire docked at a city marina shall execute a lease with
the city and shall be subject both to the lease terms and applicable marina regulations.

(c)

All operators of charterboats and vessels for hire shall hold a business tax receipt from the city for
each vessel. The license shall be displayed in a conspicuous place on the vessel.

(d)

All fish caught by any particular person on any charterboat shall belong to the person catching it,
who may, however, give the fish to the captain or the operator of the charterboat to dispose of as he
sees fit.

(e)

The city commission shall determine at a public hearing whether and to what extent the city will
continue to establish a reasonable number of charterboats within all city-operated marinas. The Key
West Bight Board is authorized to extend such limitation to its tenants with respect to their
subtenants, if the board so deems necessary.

(Code 1986, § 42.06; Res. No. 06-292, § 1, 9-6-2006)
Sec. 82-37. - Liveaboard vessels.
(a)

Liveaboard vessels within the jurisdictional waters of the city are subject to the city's rate of growth
ordinance (ROGO) when such vessels are intended for permanent habitation by docking or mooring.
Therefore, liveaboard vessels attempting to be established after the effective date of the ROGO may
be limited thereby. Unless otherwise provided in the land development regulations, privately owned
bay bottom shall be recognized as the same as upland property for the purposes of density and
ROGO units.

(b)

Liveaboard vessels shall be docked or moored consistent with sections 82-31 and 82-33. No
liveaboard shall be kept on public or private property in violation of the city zoning laws.

(c)

No private or public utility shall provide water, electricity or other utility service to a liveaboard vessel
that is in violation of this article.

(Code 1986, § 42.07)
Sec. 82-38. - Abandonment; mooring creating menace to navigation.
It shall be unlawful for any person to abandon any vessel in the public waterways within the
jurisdictional limits of the city or to moor such vessel in such manner as to cause it to become a menace
to navigation.

(Code 1986, § 42.08)
Sec. 82-39. - Blocking navigation channel.
(a)

Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:

Device means any net, seine, rope, stake, piling, pontoon, floatline wire, trap, buoy or any similar
device, except a hand-thrown cast net.
Navigation channel means any channel between two land masses, fingers or landfills designed for
use by watercraft of any type; any project channel marked and maintained by the federal government; a
natural channel marked either by the federal government or a local governmental agency; or any natural
or artificial channel which is neither marked nor maintained by any governmental authority.
(b)

Prohibition. It shall be unlawful to place into any navigation channel any device that either
temporarily or permanently obstructs the navigation channel in such a manner as to impede the
movement of vessels within the navigation channel or that impedes the ingress and egress of
vessels in such navigation channel, except where placement of such devices is required in carrying
out duly authorized dredging and channel maintenance programs.

(Code 1986, § 42.09)
Sec. 82-40. - Removal and impoundment of dangerous or hazardous vessels.

(a)

Any vessel, due to fire, explosion, accident, act of God, or other disaster, which, in the opinion of the
city manager, in consultation with the U.S. Coast Guard, constitutes a clear and present danger to
life or property shall be subject to removal and impoundment by the city in a manner consistent with
the paramount interest of providing for the safety of the public, and costs incident thereto shall be
borne by the owner.

(b)

Any sunken vessel which, in the opinion of the city manager, in consultation with the U.S. Coast
Guard or the state marine patrol, constitutes a hazard to navigation shall be subject to removal and
impoundment by the city in a manner consistent with the paramount interest of maintaining the
waterways in a safe and navigable condition, and the costs incident thereto shall be borne by the
owner.

(Code 1986, § 42.10)
Sec. 82-41. - No discharge zone.
(a)

For the purpose of this section, the term "vessel" means any boat, houseboat, charterboat, fishing
boat, or floating structure, whether or not habitable.

(b)

The jurisdictional waters of the city are declared to be a no discharge zone. It shall be unlawful for
any person to discharge treated or untreated sewage into the jurisdictional waters of the city from
any vessel, whether moored, docked, in transit, or otherwise located within these waters.

(c)

Every marina in Key West shall install sanitary sewage pump-out facilities to serve every vessel and
floating structure that docks at the marina. The marina proprietor shall require that the owner or
operator of each vessel and floating structure both lock out the black water discharge pipe and use
the pump-out facilities as a condition of dockage; all leases or other agreements for dockage shall
include this pump-out requirement, as well as a statement that the jurisdictional waters of Key West
are a no discharge zone. Each marina owner shall post conspicuous signage informing vessel
operators of the no discharge zone. Except as provided in section 82-33(d), pump-out shall occur
within 24 hours of the vessel's arrival at the marina, unless the vessel departs within 24 hours of
arrival, in which case pump-out is not required. Every such private marina shall maintain a pump-out
log showing the sewage disposal history of each vessel and floating structure during its dockage at
the marina. Every owner of a vessel docking or mooring within the jurisdictional waters of Key West
shall also maintain such a pump-out log at all times that the vessel is in Key West waters. The
marina proprietor shall file with the director of utilities a plan for the collection and disposal of vessel
and floating structure sewage not later than December 1, 2002, at which date enforcement of the
requirements of this subsection shall commence.

(d)

Violations of this section are punishable as provided in section 82-1. A conviction under this section
may result in eviction from a city marina.

(Code 1986, § 42.11; Ord. No. 02-25, § 1, 10-1-2002)
Sec. 82-42. - Mooring field; no anchoring zone.
(a)

Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:

Personal watercraft means a small class A-1 or A-2 vessel as defined in F.S. § 327.02(27), as
amended.
Vessel means any boat, houseboat, charterboat, fishing boat, or floating structure, whether or not
habitable.
(b)

Mooring field. Requirements for the mooring field are as follows:

(c)

(d)

(1)

All vessels within the seaplane basin are required to moor and tie up to an assigned buoy
within the mooring field, which shall serve as a permanent mooring site for transient and
liveaboard vessels. The map and description of the mooring field established within the
seaplane basin is attached to Ordinance No. 00-32 as composite exhibit A, adopted by
reference as if set out at length in this section, and is on file in the city clerk's office.

(2)

The city shall grant a permit for a fee to tie up to an assigned buoy within the mooring field. A
mooring fee shall be established by resolution of the city commission as a user's fee for the
anticipated length of use and to provide for continued garbage services, restroom facilities,
sewage pumpout for vessels, dingy dock, maintenance of these facilities and other boaterrelated recreational facilities.

(3)

Reservations for space within the mooring field shall be accepted by the city, provided space is
available for the entire term of the time period sought in the reservation and provided the daily
mooring fee is prepaid to cover the time period to be reserved. Such fees shall be
nonrefundable. Space availability priority shall be given to county-registered vessels.

(4)

Accepted reservations shall take priority over applications for extensions when space
availability for the term of the reservation and that of the applied for extension conflict.

(5)

The daily mooring fee shall be paid in advance for the number of days the vessel shall be
moored. The monthly mooring fee shall be paid on the first day of each calendar month, and a
security deposit and late payment penalties may be charged.

(6)

The operators or occupants of all vessels moored in the mooring field shall at all times comply
with the permit rules and regulations and this Code. Any vessel for which a permit has been
granted for use of the mooring field is declared not to be exercising a right of navigation.

(7)

It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a personal watercraft within the mooring field,
except for the limited purpose of ingress or egress to or from a vessel for which a permit has
been granted for use of the mooring field.

No anchoring zone. Requirements for the no anchoring zone are as follows:
(1)

The area commonly known as the seaplane basin is declared to be a no anchoring zone. The
map and description of such land is attached to Ordinance No. 00-32 as composite exhibit A,
adopted by reference as if set out at length in this section, and is on file in the city clerk's office.

(2)

It shall be unlawful for any person to anchor or otherwise attach or intentionally ground any
vessel, temporarily or permanently, to the bottom within the seaplane basin, except in an
emergency. Any vessel anchored or intentionally grounded in violation of this subsection is
declared not to be exercising a right of navigation.

Violations. Violations of this section are punishable as provided in section 82-1.

(Code 1986, § 42.13)
Sec. 82-43. - Marine park established; restrictions on motorized vessels.
(a)

There is hereby established the Key West Marine Park. It shall be located within an area reserved
for swimming to be identified by demarcation buoys (the swim areas). The legal description of the
swim areas is attached to and made a part of the ordinance from which this section is derived in
exhibit A. A map of the swim areas shall be kept on file and be available for inspection in the city
clerk's office. No motorized vessels shall operate in the swim areas.

(b)

The city shall designate lanes for motorized vessels for ingress to and egress from the shoreline.
The legal description of the two lanes (entry lane one and entry lane two) is attached to and made a
part of the ordinance from which this section is derived in exhibit A. A map of such lanes shall be
kept on file and be available for inspection in the city clerk's office. Vessels operating within these
lanes shall operate at an idle speed, creating no wake.

(c)

Violations of this section are punishable in accordance with the provisions of section 82-1.

(Ord. No. 01-16, § 1(42.14), 9-18-2001)
Charter reference— Exhibit A, referred to in this section is not set out herein but is available
for inspection in the city clerk's office.
Sec. 82-44. - Idle speed/no wake zone established.
(a)

Definitions. [As used in this section, the following words and terms shall have the meaning ascribed
thereto:]

Idle speed/no wake zone means an area of water where a vessel shall not proceed at a speed
greater than that speed which is necessary to maintain steerageway.
Vessel means a boat and includes every description of watercraft, barge, and airboat, other than a
seaplane on the water, used or capable of being used as a means of transportation on or in the water.
(b)

An idle/no wake zone is hereby established in the Garrison Bight and described as follows: To
include the entire basin of Garrison Bight, as well as the adjacent marked approach channel running
west from the entrance to the basin along Trumbo Point, extending out to 300 feet from the
residential shoreline. A map describing the boundaries of this zone is Attachment "A" to Ordinance
No. 03-08, and is available in the city clerk's office.

(c)

The idle speed/no wake zone described in subsection (b) shall be marked on the waters with
uniform regulatory markers in accordance with applicable state and federal laws and regulations.

(d)

The city shall consent to the execution of an agreement with the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission and the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, holding their
respective agencies harmless for claims arising from alleged negligence in the placement,
maintenance or operation of agency-approved markers.

(e)

Violations of the section are punishable in accordance with the provisions of section 82-1 of this
Code and/or F.S. § 327.74.

(Ord. No. 03-08, § 1, 2-19-2003)
Secs. 82-45—82-70. - Reserved.
ARTICLE III. - BEACHES
Sec. 82-71. - Removal of sand, rock or fill.
It shall be unlawful for any person to remove sand, rock or fill in any quantity whatsoever from the
South Roosevelt Boulevard Bathing Beach or any other municipally owned beach.

(Code 1986, § 81.10)
Sec. 82-72. - Watercraft prohibited near beaches and parks.
(a)

For purposes of this section, the term "motorized watercraft" shall mean any watercraft being
propelled by any motor, including but not limited to motorboats, sailboats under engine-assisted
power, motorized jet skis, wet bikes, and all other craft capable of being propelled on or through
water.

(b)

No person shall operate or cause to be operated or knowingly rent or lease to any person intending
to operate any motorized watercraft within 300 feet of the apparent shoreline of any public beach or
public park in the city or within the confines of city or state parkland wetland habitats of the city or
there to disturb migratory or wading or other indigenous bird species.

(c)

Any person in the city offering or causing to be offered any motorized watercraft for rent or lease
shall at all such times prominently display upon the rental business premises written public notice of
the terms of subsections (a) and (b) of this section.

(d)

No embarkation or disembarkation of passengers of commercial boating, recreational, or
sightseeing operations shall take place on, across, by way of, or within 600 feet of any shoreline or
any public beach or public park in the city or within the confines of city or state park and wetland
habitats of the city, except when taking place at a boatramp designated by the city manager for that
purpose, a marina, or a dock or similar concession; nor shall any commercial watercraft, whether
motorized or nonmotorized, be anchored, tied off or otherwise stored within 600 feet of such
shoreline, public beach or public park in the city or within the confines of city or state park and
wetland habitats of the city, unless specifically authorized in a valid franchise or lease agreement
with the city or other proprietary entity or when located in a marina or on private property or in a
channel marked for navigation.

(e)

Subsection (b) of this section shall have no application to operation of motorized watercraft directly
and immediately engaged in temporary use of the Simonton Street or Bertha Street boatramps or
docks or operating pursuant to a franchise approved by the city commission.

(Code 1986, § 81.11)

ARTICLE IV. - CITY WATERS AND MOORING FIELDS
Sec. 36-79. - Intent and purpose.
The intent and purpose of this article is to regulate activities within City waters to promote water
quality, quality of life, and manage the economic impact of the use of City waters. As such, this Article
authorizes and provides for the adoption of rules and regulations governing the management and use of
City designated vessel anchorage areas and mooring fields, which may be adopted by separate
resolution and amended from time to time. City waters, anchorage areas and mooring fields shall be
managed so as to eliminate abandoned and derelict vessels, ensure compliance with the Clean Vessel
Act, minimize benthic damage, and provide a safe secure harbor for the boating community. This Article
is adopted pursuant to, and shall be construed as consistent with Fla. Stat. chs. 327 and 315.

(Ord. No. 02-01-08, § 1(5.5-227), 1-8-2002; Ord. No. 2006-011, § 1(5.5-227), 7-11-2006)
Sec. 36-80. - Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this Article, shall have the meanings ascribed
to them in this Section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:
Abandoned vessel means any vessel that is left unattended long enough for the vessel to become a
hazard to other boats, unseaworthy, or a hazard to navigation regardless of it being properly registered.
Anchor means a piece of a vessel's equipment designed to temporarily secure the vessel in an
anchorage, or the act of anchoring. All anchors and lines will be considered ground tackle.
Anchorage or mooring agreement means an agreement or license between the Ports Manager and
any person desiring to use a City anchorage area or mooring field, agreeing to the fees, rules and
regulations governing the same.
Anchorage field means an area or areas within the City-owned or leased submerged lands
designated for vessels to moor temporarily using their own ground tackle (anchor).
City waters means the waters extending 1,200 feet into the tidal waters adjacent to the City limits, or
as may be otherwise designated by the Florida Legislature. The term "commercial vessel" shall have the
same meaning as set forth in Fla. Stat. ch. 327 .
Derelict vessel means any vessel in a wrecked, junked, or substantially dismantled condition or
abandoned upon any City waters or at any anchorage area or mooring field in City waters without the
consent of the City or other agency having jurisdiction thereof or docked at any private property without
the consent of the owner of the private property.
Floating structure shall have the same meaning as set forth in Fla. Stat. ch. 327.
Live-aboard vessel shall have the same meaning as set forth in Fla. Stat. ch. 327.
Marine sanitation device (MSD) shall have the same meaning as set forth in Fla. Stat. ch. 327 .
Moor means the securing of a vessel, by anchoring, attachment, or mooring, rafting to another
vessel, or tying to a dock, pier, pile, or wharf.
Mooring means a semipermanent anchorage installation consisting of a heavy anchor, block, or
attachment to the bottom, a rode, and a buoy and pennant used for securing a vessel.
Mooring field means an area designated by the City with a network of moorings.
Navigational channel means any area designated by the appropriate Federal, State or local
government agency for the purpose of vessel traffic.
Ports Manager means the City Manager or designee whom shall manage City waters and operate,
manage, and maintain any City anchorage areas and mooring fields.

Registered owner means the name denoted on the vessel registration.
Seaworthy condition means a vessel that complies with all applicable Federal, State or local
government agency regulations concerning equipment, operation, registration and safety.
Storm event means any declared storm event.
Transient anchoring area or transient mooring field mean an area in the City's waters designated for
short-term anchoring and mooring.
Vessel means the same as set forth in Fla. Stat. ch. 327.
Vessel registration means Federal, State, or international registration indicating the ownership of the
vessel to include its official number, port of registration and address of owner.
Wet storage is the act of leaving a vessel or floating structure unattended within the City of Marathon
owned or leased submerged lands such that it is not being utilized exclusively as a live-aboard vessel.

(Ord. No. 02-01-08, § 1(5.5-228), 1-8-2002; Ord. No. 2003-30, § 1, 12-23-2003; Ord. No. 2006011, § 1(5.5-228), 7-11-2006; Ord. No. 2008-27, § 2, 11-25-2008)
Sec. 36-81. - Rules and regulations for City waters.
The City may adopt by resolution, fees, rules and regulations for the management of designated
anchorage areas and mooring fields in City waters.

(Ord. No. 02-01-08, § 1(5.5-229), 1-8-2002; Ord. No. 2006-011, § 1(5.5-229), 7-11-2006)
Sec. 36-82. - Powers and duties of Ports Manager.
In addition to any duties that may be assigned from time to time, the Ports Manager shall have the
following powers and duties:
(1)
(2)

(3)

To enforce the provisions of this Article.
To remove or cause to be removed, from City owned, operated, or maintained or regulated
anchorage areas, docks, and mooring fields all vessels and floating structures not properly
anchored, docked or moored, as determined by the Ports Manager.
To control and regulate the use of City boat ramps.

(4)

To represent the City as its agent in the execution of all anchorage, docking and mooring
agreements or licenses.

(5)

To remove, or cause the removal of, wrecks, derelict vessels, abandoned vessels, and floating
structures or navigational hazard as authorized by interlocal agreement with applicable Federal,
State and local government agencies.

(6)

To inspect the valves and holding tanks and seal the valves upon entry of a vessel to a
mooring field or anchorage and to inspect the sealed valves at noticed and scheduled intervals
not less than three (3) months apart.

(Ord. No. 02-01-08, § 1(5.5-230), 1-8-2002; Ord. No. 2006-011, § 1(5.5-230), 7-11-2006)
Sec. 36-83. - Anchorage areas and mooring fields.
(a)

The City may, by resolution, establish and regulate anchorage areas and mooring fields in City
waters to accommodate all vessels both transient and long-term.

(b)

Anchorage in a designated mooring field is prohibited.

(c)

Anchorage in Boot Key Harbor is allowed only in designated anchorage areas, except during
imminent and post-storm events, during which time areas outside the designated anchorage areas
and not in designated mooring fields may be used as safe harbor for anchorage.

(d)

The Ports Manager has the authority to remove or direct the removal of all vessels, floating
structures, ground tackle, or any other equipment or materials prior to the installation of a mooring
field. The owners of such vessels, floating structures, ground tackle, or any other equipment or
materials shall be responsible for their removal. The City shall attempt to give reasonable notice to
owners of those vessels, floating structures, ground tackle, or any other equipment or materials to
allow for voluntary removal. If the City is unable to contact the owner of those vessels, floating
structures, ground tackle, or any other equipment or materials, the City may remove and impound
those vessels, floating structures, ground tackle, or any other equipment or materials and dispose of
them.

(e)

No one may operate a business from a vessel occupying a mooring without the express written
permission of the Ports Manager. This may include, but is not limited to chartering, brokerage,
commercial fishing, boat rentals, rental accommodations, and other similar uses.

(f)

All vessels desiring to use a City anchorage area or mooring field shall first register with the Ports
Manager or designee. Only seaworthy and registered vessels shall be allowed use of the anchorage
areas and mooring fields.

(g)

The vessel operator, upon leaving the anchorage, must remove all ground tackle.

(h)

The registered owner and his/her guests are the only allowed occupants of any vessel on or within
City-owned or leased submerged lands within Boot Key Harbor. No vessel anchored or moored on or
within City-owned or leased submerged lands may be rented or leased to another party by its
registered owner for the purpose of habitation. Vessels or on or within City-owned or leased
submerged lands within which the City maintains its mooring field are subject to the terms and
conditions of the Boot Key Harbor City Marina License Agreement.

(i)

Wet storage is prohibited on or within the City-leased submerged lands utilized as an anchorage
field. Violation of this provision of the ordinance from which this Section derives is enforceable
utilizing the penalties defined in Section 36-89.

(j)

Floating structures are prohibited within the City-owned or leased submerged lands utilized as an
anchorage field. Violation of this provision of the ordinance from which this Section derives is
enforceable utilizing the penalties defined in Section 36-89.

(Ord. No. 02-01-08, § 1(5.5-231), 1-8-2002; Ord. No. 2006-011, § 1(5.5-231), 7-11-2006; Ord.
No. 2008-27, § 3, 11-25-2008)
Sec. 36-84. - Wastewater discharge and other activities prohibited.
(a)

No person shall discharge raw or treated sewage from any vessel including live-aboards or any
floating structure. At such time as the Florida Keys are designated a no-discharge zone, the disposal
of all waste shall comply with all applicable Federal and State rules and regulations applicable to
waste discharge. This Section shall be enforced pursuant to Fla. Stat. § 327.70.

(b)

No person on any vessel or on land may throw garbage, waste (solid or liquid) including plastics,
fuel oils, or derivatives thereof, rubbish, swill, offal or refuse into City waters.

(c)

With the exception of areas designated by the Ports Manager for emergency purposes, such as
hurricane preparations, and until the emergency has subsided (as defined by the City Manager or
designee), no person may anchor, moor or dock, or permit or cause to be anchored, moored or
docked, any live-aboard vessel:

(1)

In a manmade canal, manmade basin, or manmade cove that is adjacent to any residential
area; or

(2)

Within 100 feet of a manmade canal mouth, manmade basin, manmade cove, or a manmade
or natural shoreline whose adjacent or upland property is a residential area.

Any vessel with a person or persons aboard that is anchored, moored or docked in the same location for
72 hours is presumed to be a live-aboard vessel. This prohibition does not apply to a marina in lawful
operation on the effective date of the ordinance from which this Article is derived. Any marina at which a
live-aboard is docked, as a condition for site improvements or redevelopment, shall provide an on-site
pump-out station or a contract for pump-out services.

(Ord. No. 02-01-08, § 1(5.5-232), 1-8-2002; Ord. No. 2006-011, § 1(5.5-232), 7-11-2006)
Sec. 36-85. - Removal and impoundment of dangerous or hazardous vessels.
Any vessel, due to fire, explosion, accident, or negligence, which in the determination of the Ports
Manager creates an immediate danger to life or property, hazard to navigation, or imminent
environmental hazard shall be subject to immediate removal and impoundment of the vessel, and costs
incident thereto shall be borne by the vessel owner.

(Ord. No. 02-01-08, § 1(5.5-233), 1-8-2002; Ord. No. 2006-011, § 1(5.5-233), 7-11-2006)
Sec. 36-86. - Abandoned, derelict and wrecked vessels and illegal floating structures.
(a)

No abandoned, derelict or wrecked vessel, or illegal floating structure, shall be allowed in or upon
the City waters or the shores of the City. No vessel which is likely to damage private or public
property or become a hazard to navigation shall be permitted to anchor, dock or moor in City waters.
The Ports Manager or designee shall determine whether any vessel is abandoned, derelict or
wrecked, or a floating structure is illegal and if so determined, and as may be authorized by interlocal
agreement or State law shall take steps for its removal as follows:
(1)

To the extent possible, notify the owner or other responsible party, as soon as possible, of the
determination; and

(2)

If the owner or responsible party fails to remedy the condition, in the manner and time directed,
the Ports Manager, shall then notify the registered owner, and any other party known by the City
to have an interest in the vessel or floating structure, in writing, specifying the remedy required
and the time frame within which it is to be completed.

In addition to the penalties herein, the City may choose to remove, or cause to be removed, the vessel or
floating structure. The responsible party shall be required to reimburse the City for the costs incurred in
the removal. If the responsible party fails to reimburse the City for the costs of removal, the City may
place a lien on the responsible party's real and personal property for the costs incurred by the City. The
City may foreclose on the lien, or seek a money judgment, as provided for by State law.
(b)

Notwithstanding the above, if the Ports Manager determines that a vessel or floating structure is an
imminent risk to the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the City, or is likely to immediately
damage private or public property, or is an immediate hazard to navigation, the City may take all
steps necessary to immediately remove, or cause to be removed, the vessel or floating structure
without written communication.

(c)

In addition to the means of compliance defined in this Section, violation of this provision of the
ordinance from which this Section derives is enforceable utilizing the penalties defined in Section 3689.

(Ord. No. 02-01-08, § 1(5.5-234), 1-8-2002; Ord. No. 2006-011, § 1(5.5-234), 7-11-2006; Ord.
No. 2008-27, § 4, 11-25-2008)
Sec. 36-87. - Fees.
All fees may be set by resolution of the City Council.

(Ord. No. 02-01-08, § 1(5.5-235), 1-8-2002; Ord. No. 2006-011, § 1(5.5-235), 7-11-2006)
Sec. 36-88. - [Mangrove maintenance.]
(a)

Property owner's responsibility. All property owners shall maintain and trim mangroves and other
native vegetation on their properties so as to prevent the vegetation from impeding the navigability of
the waterway.
(1)

The requirements of this Section shall only apply to property owners whose property exists on
a manmade canal, with two approximately parallel shorelines, both of which have residential or
commercial development on them.

(2)

For purposes of this Section, navigation will be impeded if vegetation growing from any canal
shoreline extends a distance greater than ten (10) feet waterward from mean high or 20 percent
of the canal width, whichever is the lesser distance.

(b)

Permits required. Mangrove or other native vegetation trimming and removal requires a permit from
the Florida Department of Environmental Protection for mangroves and/or the City of Marathon for
other vegetation.

(c)

Standards for trimming. Mangrove trimming shall be performed in accordance with Fla. Stat. §§
403.9321—403.9334.

(d)

Supervision. Unless otherwise exempt from permitting, all mangrove or other native vegetation
trimming or removal shall be directly supervised by a person certified by Florida DEP or as
indentified in Chapter 106.07(F), City of Marathon Land Development Regulations.

(e)

Applicable law. It is the property owner's responsibility to ensure compliance with all State and local
laws governing the removal and maintenance of vegetation.

(Ord. No. 2008-13, § 2, 7-8-2008)
Sec. 36-89. - Penalties.
A violation of this Article may be enforced by issuance of a citation, summons, notice to appear in
County court, arrest as provided in Fla. Stat. ch. 901, or in accordance with this Code, and punishable by
a fine not to exceed $500.00. Nothing contained herein, however, shall prohibit the City from enforcing
this Article by any other lawful means.

(Ord. No. 2008-27, § 5, 11-25-2008)
Secs. 36-90—36-117. - Reserved.

DIVISION 5. - CITY DOCK/CRAYTON COVE ANCHORAGE
•

Sec. 42-141. - Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this division, shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:
City dock/Crayton Cove anchorage means the open bay area located between the Naples City
Dock and the Naples Yacht Club pier, and the cove south of the Naples Yacht Club.
Moor means to secure a vessel by line, cable, or other device to one of the eight mooring
buoys installed in the city dock/Crayton Cove anchorage.
Transient mooring means a mooring for use by inhabited vessels for periods of no more than
14 days out of every 30 days.
Vessel means every description of self-propelled watercraft used or capable of being used as
a means of transportation on water, including all types of boats and all uses thereof.

(Code 1994, § 78-109; Ord. No. 00-8820, § 1, 5-3-2000)
Cross reference— Definitions generally, § 1-2.
•

Sec. 42-142. - Prohibitions on mooring and anchoring.
(a)
No vessel may moor to any of the mooring buoys without permission of the dockmaster, who shall
assign moorings. Moorings shall only be assigned to transient vessels.
(b)
No vessel may anchor within the anchorage or within the dedicated channels to the north and
south of the anchorage. No vessel may anchor on the private submerged land to the west of the
anchorage.
(Code 1994, § 78-110; Ord. No. 00-8820, § 1, 5-3-2000)

•

Sec. 42-143. - Rules and regulations for use and operation.
The city manager is authorized and directed to promulgate rules and regulations for the use
and operation of the city dock/Crayton Cove anchorage in addition to and supplemental to the
following, all of which shall be posted at the dockmaster's office on the city dock:
(1)

Vessels desiring to use the anchorage shall register with the dockmaster, who will assign a mooring
buoy.
(2)

Only legally registered or documented transient vessels in seaworthy condition shall be admitted to
the anchorage.
(3)
No person shall discharge or throw overboard any oil, fuel, spirits, oily bilge, sewage, or any other
foreign material into Naples Bay.
(4)
Any vessel moored in the anchorage may be inspected at any time by the dockmaster or a U.S. Coast
Guard representative for safety or sanitary purposes.
(5)
All vessels permitted to use the anchorage shall be equipped with an approved and properly operating
marine sanitation device. The dockmaster shall have authority to inspect the device and require a
vessel to use the wastewater pumpout facility before assigning a mooring and the dockmaster
shall have the authority to require periodic pumpout if the vessel remains moored for more than
one week.
(6)
Assignment of a mooring shall constitute permission for the vessel's inhabitants to use the dinghy
dock, deposit trash and garbage in the appropriate containers, use the laundry and
toilet/lavatory/shower facilities on the city dock, use the dockmaster's bicycles, use the potable
water supply, and otherwise enjoy the benefits assigned city dock tenants.
(7)
Graywater discharge shall be kept to a minimum. The laundry machines at the city dock must be used
for clothes washing.
(8)
Noise shall be kept at a minimum at all times so as to avoid creation of a nuisance or disturbance. The
anchorage is in a residential neighborhood and subsections 22-37(d), (e), (h) and (j) apply to
waterways as well as ashore.
(9)
No painting, scraping, sanding, or other repairs shall be permitted in the anchorage except such
repairs and maintenance as may be authorized by the dockmaster.
(10)
The dockmaster is responsible for the enforcement of the rules and regulations for the city
dock/Crayton Cove anchorage and may terminate the mooring agreement and order any vessel to
vacate the assigned mooring for violation of any rule or regulation relating to the anchorage. At
the dockmaster's discretion, the following enforcement for violations of the rules and regulations
relating to the city dock/Crayton Cove anchorage shall be provided:
a.
Verbal warning issued by the dockmaster to the offender, with documentation in the dockmaster's file;

b.
Written warning depending of the severity of the violation (the dockmaster will provide written notice
to the offender detailing the violation);
c.
Notice to appear in the county court; and
d.
Termination of the mooring agreement. If the vessel owner or operator cannot be located after
termination of the agreement, the vessel shall be towed from the anchorage to a commercial
marina for storage at the owner's expense. The mooring rental rate shall be quadrupled until the
vessel is towed from the anchorage.
In addition to the procedure dealing with enforcement of the violations at the city dock/Crayton Cove
anchorage, the city will provide a hearing and appeals procedure for violation of rules and
regulations of the city dock/Crayton Cove anchorage, as follows: Within ten days of the notice of
violation the offender may file a written notice of intent to appeal the dockmaster's decision with
the city manager, whereby a hearing will be scheduled within five days with the city manager. The
decision of the city manager will be final.
(Code 1994, § 78-111; Ord. No. 00-8820, § 1, 5-3-2000)
•

Sec. 42-144. - Mooring rental rate.
The city council shall, by resolution, set the daily rental rate for the 12 moorings in the city
dock/Crayton Cove anchorage. The rate shall be posted in the dockmaster's office and on the signs
at the east ends of the anchorage areas, and shall be as set forth in appendix A to this Code.

(Code 1994, § 78-112; Ord. No. 00-8820, § 1, 5-3-2000; Res. No. 17-14057 , § 1, 11-1-2017)
•

Sec. 42-145. - Moorings signage.
To ensure compliance with the rules and regulations for the city dock/Crayton Cove
anchorage, a single sign shall be placed at the east end of each anchorage area. The signs shall be
four feet high by six feet wide and shall display the following wording: "MANAGED ANCHORAGE,"
"ALL VESSELS MUST USE MOORING BUOYS," "FOR MOORING ASSIGNMENT REGISTER AT THE
DOCKMASTER'S OFFICE ON THE CITY DOCK," "$ ____________ PER DAY MOORING RENTAL FEE."
Beneath those lines the sign shall also state that the anchorage is managed under an agreement
with the trustees of the internal improvement trust fund and reference the agreement number.

(Code 1994, § 78-113; Ord. No. 00-8820, § 1, 5-3-2000)

DIVISION 1. - GENERAL REGULATIONS
Sec. 10-20. - Definitions.
The following definitions apply throughout article II:
(a)

Abandoned means disposed of on public property in a wrecked, inoperative or partially
dismantled, or derelict condition with no identifiable owner.

(b)

Airboat means a vessel that is primarily designed for use in shallow waters and powered by an
internal combustion engine with an airplane-type propeller mounted above the stern and used to
push air across a set of rudders.

(c)

Anchor means to secure a vessel by using an object or device that is intended to prevent the
vessel from moving.

(d)

Derelict means in a wrecked, junked or substantially dismantled condition while upon any
public waters or while docked, grounded or beached upon the property of another without the
consent of the owner.

(e)

Harbormaster means a business organization or other person under contract with the city who
is responsible for the daily operation of the Sarasota Bayfront Mooring Field.

(f)

Licensees means persons or entities who obligate themselves or another person to the terms of
the Management Plan, Mooring Field Rules, and Mooring License Agreement including their
agents or guests.

(g)

Live-aboard vessel means any vessel used solely as a residence and not for navigation; any
vessel represented as a place of business, or a professional or other commercial enterprise; or
any vessel for which a declaration of domicile has been filed pursuant to F.S. § 222.17. A
commercial fishing boat is expressly excluded from the term. This definition shall not apply
within designated and properly permitted mooring fields.

(h)

Marine sanitation device means any equipment for installation on board a vessel, which is
designed to receive, retain, treat, or discharge sewage, and any process to treat such sewage.
Marine sanitation device Types I, II, and III shall be defined as provided in 33 C.F.R. part 159.

(i)

Moor means to tie-off a vessel to any submerged fixed object; or to tie-off or secure a vessel to
a piling, dock, wharf, seawall, buoy, another vessel, or other object or thing.

(j)

Motorboat means any vessel equipped with machinery for propulsion, irrespective of whether
the propulsion machinery is in actual operation, or whether the machinery is the primary source
of propulsion.

(k)

Personal watercraft means a vessel less than sixteen (16) feet in length which uses an inboard
motor powering a water jet pump, as its primary source of motive power and which is designed
to be operated by a person sitting, standing, or kneeling on the vessel, rather than in the
conventional manner of sitting or standing inside the vessel.

(l)

Recreational vessel means any vessel (1) manufactured and used primarily for noncommercial
purposes, or (2) leased, rented, or chartered to a person for the person's noncommercial use.

(m)

Slow speed means the speed at which a vessel proceeds when it is fully off plane and
completely settled into the water, and when it creates only a minimum wake that does not
endanger other vessels or marine life. Due to the different speeds at which vessels of different
sizes and configurations may travel while in compliance with this definition, there is no specific
numerical speed assigned to slow speed.

(n)
(o)

Idle speed is the minimum speed that will maintain the steerageway of a motorboat.
Vessel is synonymous with boat as referenced in Section 1(b), Article VII of the State
Constitution and includes every description of watercraft, barge, and airboat, other than a
seaplane on the water, used or capable of being used as a means of transportation on water.

(Ord. No. 12-5002, § 1, 7-16-12)
Sec. 10-21. - Operation of vessels in marked swimming or bathing areas.
No person shall operate any vessel, except hand- or foot-propelled vessels within a swimming or
bathing area which has been clearly marked by duly authorized buoys or other distinguishing devices.

(Ord. No. 12-5002, § 1, 7-16-12)
Sec. 10-22. - Operation of vessels near the shore of the Gulf of Mexico.
No person shall operate any motorboat or other vessel in excess of idle speed within three hundred
(300) feet of any land in the city fronting on the Gulf of Mexico except in areas designated by the city
commission as a corridor for shore access, after public hearing, and when such access corridors are
marked by distinguishing devices.

(Ord. No. 12-5002, § 1, 7-16-12)
Sec. 10-23. - Towing or manipulating flying or sailing devices, parachuting near beaches.
It shall be unlawful for any person to tow or manipulate any person attached to any flying or sailing
device or parachute through or over an area within five hundred (500) feet each side of the water's edge
of any shore line in the city below an altitude of five hundred (500) feet above the surface of the water.

(Ord. No. 12-5002, § 1, 7-16-12)
Sec. 10-24. - Operating flying devices near beaches.
It shall be unlawful for any person to operate, engage in, be a passenger in or control any flying
device carrying a person or persons through or over an area within five hundred (500) feet each side of
the water's edge of any public or private gulf beach customarily used for swimming or surf bathing below
an altitude of five hundred (500) feet above the surface of the water.

(Ord. No. 12-5002, § 1, 7-16-12)
Sec. 10-25. - Launching of vessels from public property.
(a)

It shall be unlawful for any person to launch a vessel into any bayou, canal, bay or the Gulf of
Mexico from any property owned by the city, or in which the city has an easement, unless the
launching takes place at a marina; or from a boat ramp provided by the city.

(b)

Small vessels including, but not necessarily limited to sailboats, rowboats, dingys, canoes or kayaks
may be launched from John Ringling Causeway Park, Ken Thompson Park or any other location
approved by the city manager. The city manager may establish rules and regulations pertaining to
launchings from these locations.

(Ord. No. 12-5002, § 1, 7-16-12)
Sec. 10-26. - Designated waterski area; manatee protection.

(a)

The following portion of Sarasota Bay shall be identified by use of appropriate markers as a
waterski area:

That portion of Sarasota Bay lying northwesterly of a line one hundred fifty (150) feet northwesterly
of and parallel with a line perpendicular to the John Ringling Parkway bridge connecting St. Armand's Key
to City Island from the northwesterly end of said bridge, southwesterly of a line seven hundred fifty (750)
feet northeasterly of and parallel with the center line of John Ringling Parkway (running northwesterly
from St. Armand's Key) northwesterly of a line one thousand fifty (1,050) feet northwesterly of and parallel
with a line perpendicular to the aforementioned John Ringling Parkway bridge connecting St. Armand's
Key to City Island and from the northwesterly end of said bridge, and southwesterly of a line three
thousand two hundred fifty (3,250) feet northeasterly of and parallel with the centerline of the
aforementioned John Ringling Parkway (running northwesterly from St. Armand's Key).
(b)

Within the described area persons who engage in waterskiing activities or other water sports shall
be required to keep watch for manatees who are known to frequent that portion of Sarasota Bay. So
as to provide public education concerning the existence of manatees within the identified area,
appropriate signage will be prepared and posted at boat launching facilities within the city. At a
minimum, an appropriate educational sign shall be posted at the Ken Thompson Park boat ramp.

(Ord. No. 12-5002, § 1, 7-16-12)
Sec. 10-27. - Boating prohibited in proximity to Saprito Pier.
No person shall operate any vessel within one hundred fifty (150) feet of the Saprito Pier when signs
are posted to prohibit such conduct.

(Ord. No. 12-5002, § 1, 7-16-12)
Sec. 10-28. - Airboats prohibited.
(a)

It shall be unlawful for any person to operate, or cause to operate an airboat on any bayous, bays,
canals, the Gulf of Mexico or any other body of water within the city limits of the city for any cause
whatsoever, except that this prohibition shall not apply within the Florida Intracoastal Waterway.

(b)

This section shall not apply to any airboats owned and operated by the state, the county, the city or
the United States government while engaged in the discharge of the official activities of the owner
entity or official duties of the operating employee.

(Ord. No. 12-5002, § 1, 7-16-12)
Sec. 10-29. - Speed limit in certain areas; exceptions.
(a)

It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a motorboat in any bayou, creek, canal, arm of the
bay, channel, boat harbor, anchorage, dockage area or within one hundred fifty (150) feet of any
shoreline, dock, wharf or bridge within the city in excess of slow speed, when posted.

(b)

This section shall not apply within one hundred fifty (150) feet of a location on a shore, bulkhead or
dock being employed as a point of departure or return in connection with waterskiing or aquaplaning
activities within the area designated for water skiing by section 10-26(a).

(Ord. No. 12-5002, § 1, 7-16-12)
Sec. 10-30. - Speed limit within certain distance of other vessels; exceptions.

No person shall operate a motorboat at any point within the city in excess of slow speed within one
hundred fifty (150) feet of any other vessel except in areas designated for use for waterskiing and
aquaplaning. This section shall not apply to any motorboat proceeding on a substantially straight course,
either parallel or at right angles to the course of another vessel, for the purpose of clearing such other
vessel when proceeding in a channel. For the purposes of this section, the word 'channel' shall include
any area of water which, because of its depth, location, or the configuration of nearby obstructions to
navigation is routinely used as a route of travel for substantial numbers of vessels within the city.

(Ord. No. 12-5002, § 1, 7-16-12)
Sec. 10-31. - Speed not to be greater than what is reasonable under conditions.
Nothing contained in this article shall be construed to authorize or approve any speed greater than is
reasonable and proper in consideration of local conditions, other water traffic, persons swimming or
fishing in the area or other hazards, whether such speed is more or less than slow speed.

(Ord. No. 12-5002, § 1, 7-16-12)
DIVISION 2. - SARASOTA BAYFRONT MOORING FIELD
Sec. 10-32. - Description of the City of Sarasota Bayfront Mooring Field.
In 2009, the Florida Department of Environmental Protection issued an environmental resource
permit to the City of Sarasota, along with authorization to use sovereign submerged lands owned by the
Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund, to establish and maintain a one hundred
fourteen-acre mooring field. The permit allows the City of Sarasota Bayfront Mooring Field ("Mooring
Field") to install permanent anchoring systems for the mooring of up to one hundred nine (109) private,
noncommercial vessels. In addition, a 10.4-acre area will be set aside for the anchorage of section 18-24
transient vessels.
The mooring field is to be located adjacent to Marina Jack, west of U.S. 41 in the City of Sarasota,
Sections 19 and 30, Township 36 South, Range 18 East, Sarasota County, within Sarasota Bay, a Class
III Outstanding Florida waterbody. It will be located on the southern side of city-owned island park
(adjoining Bayfront Park) and will serve boaters on a first-come, first-served basis.
Vessels that occupy the permanent mooring area are to range in size from twenty (20) feet long with
a two-foot draft to one hundred (100) feet long with an eight-foot draft. The transient anchorage area is an
overflow area for the permanent mooring area, as well as an anchorage area for vessels that arrive at the
mooring field after hours. The vessels in the permanent mooring field will be secured to fixed anchors,
cables and buoys that are designed to prevent scouring of the submerged bottom and minimize the
footprint of the anchoring system.

(Ord. No. 12-5002, § 1, 7-16-12)
Sec. 10-33. - Intent.
(a)

The intent of the city in creating the mooring field is to establish a regulated mooring field in an area
where approximately one hundred (100) vessels now moor without regulation. The lack of regulation
has resulted in environmental degradation and potential health hazards, as well as navigational and
safety hazards.

(b)

It is the intent of the city that this division be construed in a manner that is consistent with the City of
Sarasota Bayfront Mooring Field Management Plan ("Mooring Field Management Plan"), approved
by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, as
that document may be amended from time to time.

(Ord. No. 12-5002, § 1, 7-16-12)
Sec. 10-34. - Applicability.
This division applies to the harbormaster, to licensees, and to all others who enter the mooring field.

(Ord. No. 12-5002, § 1, 7-16-12)
Sec. 10-35. - Authority of harbormaster.
(a)

The harbormaster is authorized to manage and operate the mooring field pursuant to a contract with
the City of Sarasota. The harbormaster shall manage and operate the mooring field in a manner that
is consistent with this division and the mooring field management plan.

(b)

The harbormaster is authorized to establish rules for the mooring field, subject to approval by the
city manager and the city attorney.

(Ord. No. 12-5002, § 1, 7-16-12)
Sec. 10-36. - Mooring of vessels.
(a)

No person shall moor or anchor a vessel within the mooring field without registering with the
harbormaster, who has authority to assign and re-assign mooring slips in accordance with the City of
Sarasota Bayfront Mooring Field Operations Agreement. Licenses to occupy moorage and
anchorage slips shall be granted on a first-come, first-served, basis. The harbormaster shall require
proof that the vessel meets certain safety and sanitation regulations prior to registration and may
refuse to register any vessel that does not provide such proof or that does not otherwise meet the
conditions set forth in this division.

(b)

Only vessels that meet the definition of "motorboat" and the definition of "recreational vessel"
contained in this article are allowed to moor in the mooring field. All vessels that utilize the mooring
field must be U.S. Coast Guard documented vessels or be registered with the State of Florida or
registered in another U.S. state or foreign jurisdiction; provide documentation establishing U.S.
Coast Guard or valid registration, be in compliance with U.S. Coast Guard and state law regulations,
be seaworthy, be in good operational condition, and be capable of moving under their own power or
sail.

(c)

All vessel owners or operators who moor in the mooring field must enter into a mooring field license
agreement with the harbormaster within twenty-four (24) hours of entering the mooring field and
must further agree to abide by and act in conformity with the mooring field management plan and
mooring field rules.

(Ord. No. 12-5002, § 1, 7-16-12)
Sec. 10-37. - Discharge of wastes and pollutants.
(a)

Every vessel that moors or anchors in the mooring field must be equipped with a marine sanitation
device in compliance with F.S. § 327.53. Violators of F.S. § 327.53 may be charged with a
noncriminal infraction pursuant to F.S. § 327.73.

(b)

Vessels occupying the mooring field shall utilize an upland sewage pump-out facility provided by the
harbormaster and/or an authorized pump-out vessel, if provided. Vessels that occupy the mooring
field must have their sewage holding tanks emptied upon entering and when leaving, and as
otherwise required by the mooring field rules and/or license agreement.

(c)

It shall be unlawful for any person to discharge into the waters of the mooring field human waste or
hazardous waste, including but not limited to fuel oils, lubricants, paints, varnishes or bilge waters
mixed with a hazardous substance. Such discharge shall also be grounds for immediate eviction
from the mooring field.

(d)

Any person who accidentally spills or discharges human or hazardous waste into the waters of the
mooring field shall immediately report such discharge to the harbormaster, who is authorized to
contain discharges and to conduct emergency repairs of unattended vessels. In the event the
harbormaster cannot be reached, such person shall immediately report the spill or discharge to the
City of Sarasota Police Department, Marine Patrol Unit.

(Ord. No. 12-5002, § 1, 7-16-12)
Sec. 10-38. - License agreements.
(a)

The harbormaster shall enter into license agreements with those who anchor or moor in the mooring
field. Such agreements shall be in a form approved by the city manager and city attorney.

(b)

The license agreement may contain the following provisions: an initial term for up to one (1) year; a
daily, weekly or monthly fee; a security deposit equal to the one (1) month's usage; a list of amenities
and services to be provided by the harbormaster; an indemnification provision that protects the
harbormaster and the city from liability; insurance requirements; remedies available to the
harbormaster in the event of default; emergency weather procedures; and miscellaneous provisions
as are deemed necessary to create a hospitable and safe environment for boaters and the general
public, while safeguarding the waters of Sarasota Bay and the property of the harbormaster, the city,
and boaters who use the facility.

(c)

The harbormaster is authorized to place a lien on a vessel, and may force a nonjudicial sale of a
vessel pursuant to F.S. § 328.17, for breach of the license agreement, including the failure to pay
license fees or other sums due the Harbormaster and including but not limited to fines or costs
related to an environmental restoration or clean-up necessitated by the vessel.

(d)

In accordance with provisions of the license agreement, the harbormaster may unilaterally terminate
the license agreement if the licensee materially breaches the agreement.

(e)

The city commission may, by resolution, create special programs for certain vessel owners,
including but not limited to live-aboard vessel owners who are currently at anchorage in Sarasota
Bay or who have moored within the Sarasota Bayfront Mooring Field within the twelve (12) month
period prior to the effective date of this article, in order to ease their transition into the mooring field.
Such programs may reduce or waive license fees and/or insurance requirements for participants for
a set period of time.

(Ord. No. 12-5002, § 1, 7-16-12)
Secs. 10-39—10-49. - Reserved.
DIVISION 3. - MOORING AND ANCHORING
Sec. 10-50. - Anchorage and mooring outside mooring fields.
No person shall allow a vessel (as defined in section 10-20(o) of this Code) to anchor or moor at any
location outside of a properly permitted mooring field for more than ninety (90) consecutive days. After
midnight of the 90th consecutive day, the owner, operator, occupants or person in custody of the vessel
shall relocate the vessel to a properly permitted mooring field or to a location outside the municipal
boundaries of the city.

For purposes of this division 3, the term "properly permitted mooring field" shall mean an area
designated for the mooring of vessels that has been approved and permitted for such purpose by all state
and federal agencies with jurisdictional authority.
It shall not be relevant to a determination of a violation of this section that the vessel was temporarily
moved from a site or location and then later returned to that same site or location or in close proximity
thereto, unless the vessel shall have been absent from the site or location for a period of seventy-two (72)
hours between each anchoring or mooring. Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit or restrict a
vessel from being tied up to a properly permitted dock or restrict a vessel from being moored pursuant to
a mooring permit issued by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection anywhere in the
jurisdictional waters of the city.

(Ord. No. 12-5003, § 1, 7-16-12)
Sec. 10-51. - Anchoring and mooring on city property.
It shall be unlawful for any person to anchor, moor or tie off a vessel at, to or on any dock, seawall,
piers or any real property or beaches owned by the city, except for active loading or unloading and except
for tenders (such as dinghies, row boats and similar vessels) in active service to their properly anchored
or moored mother vessel. The foregoing exception for tenders in active service is limited to twelve (12)
continuous hours within any twenty-four (24) hour period.

(Ord. No. 12-5003, § 1, 7-16-12)
Sec. 10-52. - Anchoring and mooring within one hundred fifty feet of shoreline or sea wall.
In order to protect marine infrastructure, such as but not necessarily limited to docks, wharves, sea
walls, marine railways and boat ramps, it shall be unlawful for any person to anchor or moor a vessel for a
period of time in excess of twelve (12) hours in a manner which allows the vessel or any part of the vessel
to be within one hundred fifty (150) feet of waterfront real property as measured from the natural shoreline
or sea wall. However, the owner of privately owned submerged lands may anchor or moor a single vessel
on his or her property in excess of twelve (12) hours, subject to the limitation in section 10-50. The
preceding sentence shall not be construed to limit or restrict a vessel from being tied up to a properly
permitted dock or restrict a vessel from being moored pursuant to a mooring permit issued by the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection anywhere in the jurisdictional waters of the city.

(Ord. No. 12-5003, § 1, 7-16-12)
Sec. 10-53. - Anchoring and mooring in close proximity to properly permitted mooring fields.
It shall be unlawful for any person to anchor or moor a vessel for a period of time in excess of twelve
(12) hours in a manner which allows the vessel or any part of the vessel to be within one hundred fifty
(150) feet from the marked boundaries of a properly permitted mooring field.

(Ord. No. 12-5003, § 1, 7-16-12)
Sec. 10-54. - Exceptions to anchoring and mooring prohibitions.
Notwithstanding sections 10-50 through 10-53 above, vessels may remain anchored or moored for
longer periods of time than provided therein in the event of a temporary mechanical breakdown or when
imminent or existing extreme weather conditions would impose an unreasonable risk of harm to persons
or property, in which case vessels may remain anchored or moored until the vessel is repaired, which
shall occur within five (5) days, or in the event of extreme weather, until weather conditions improve.

Notwithstanding sections 10-50 and 10-53 above, vessels may remain anchored or moored for
longer periods of time than provided therein when all properly permitted mooring fields in the city are full
and have no space for new occupants. However, the preceding sentence shall only be construed to allow
a vessel that remains anchored or moored for a longer period of time than provided in section 10-50 to do
so until space becomes available in a properly permitted mooring field. It shall not be construed to allow a
vessel to anchor or moor at any location outside of a properly permitted mooring field for a second
consecutive ninety (90) day period.
Notwithstanding sections 10-50 through 10-53 above, the city commission may allow or permit
vessels that are participants in a boat show, race, parade or other public event to anchor or moor in a
location that would otherwise be prohibited by those sections, so long as the vessel owner complies with
resolutions or agreements governing the public event.
Sections 10-50 through 10-53 shall not apply within the Florida Intracoastal Waterway, as that term
is defined by state statutes.

(Ord. No. 12-5003, § 1, 7-16-12)
Sec. 10-55. - Determination of a violation and enforcement.
For the purpose of determining whether or not the time limitation of Section 10-50 has been violated,
the initial physical observation of a vessel at a particular location outside a properly permitted mooring
field shall be documented in writing and a final observation of the vessel at the same location or
approximate location more than ninety (90) days later shall also be documented in writing. The initial and
the final observation as described in the preceding sentence plus the physical observation of the vessel at
the same location or approximate location, a minimum of two (2) times, with a minimum of thirty (30) days
between each observation, during the allowed ninety (90) day time period shall be deemed prima facie
evidence of a violation of Section 10-50. The required observations may be made by officers, employees,
agents of the city, private citizens or both. In the case of observation by private citizens, such citizen shall
be required to make affidavit as to the observation.
For the purpose of determining whether or not the time limitations of sections 10-52 or 10-53 have
been violated, the physical observation of a vessel at the same location or approximate location, a
minimum of two (2) times during an allowed time period and one (1) time beyond the maximum
authorized time period shall be deemed prima facie evidence of a violation of the aforementioned
sections. The required observations may be made by officers, employees or agents of the city, private
citizens or both. In the case of observation by private citizens, such citizen shall be required to make
affidavit as to the observation.
The provisions of this chapter 10, article II, division 3 of the City Code shall be enforced by the city
police department. However, Sarasota County Sheriff's Department and the Division of Law Enforcement
of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission shall have concurrent jurisdiction to enforce
said provisions. The law enforcement agency issuing a citation for violation of this division shall present
the completed citation to the owner or occupant of the subject vessel or, in the alternative, shall mail the
citation to the owner of the vessel at the mailing address shown on the title or registration of the vessel,
by U.S. mail, certified, return receipt requested.
The city may prosecute a violation of this division in any manner allowed by law, specifically
including but not limited to prosecution for a municipal ordinance violation in county court and an action
for mandatory injunctive relief ordering that a vessel be moved from a particular location. A violation of
this ordinance shall be considered a noncriminal violation and shall be punished by a fine not exceeding
five hundred dollars ($500.00), except for a first time violation which shall be punished by a fine not
exceeding two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00).

(Ord. No. 12-5003, § 1, 7-16-12)
DIVISION 4. - ABANDONED AND DERELICT VESSELS

Sec. 10-56. - Abandoned vessel prohibited.
(a)

It is unlawful for any person to abandon any vessel (live aboard or non-live aboard) in the water
within the jurisdictional limits of the city or on any adjacent real property.

(b)

City police may remove and dispose of abandoned vessels pursuant to F.S. ch. 705, as may be
amended. A property owner who fails to remove an abandoned vessel, after notice and within the
specified period, shall be liable for all costs of removal, storage and destruction of the property, less
any salvage value obtained by the city. In accordance with the Florida Statutes, any person who
neglects or refuses to pay such costs is not entitled to be issued a certificate of registration for such
vessel or any other vessel or motor vehicle until such costs have been paid.

(Ord. No. 12-5002, § 1, 7-16-12)
Sec. 10-57. - Derelict vessel prohibited.
(a)

It is unlawful for any person to leave, store or abandon a derelict vessel (live aboard or non-live
aboard) in the water within the jurisdictional limits of the city or on any adjacent real property.

(b)

City police may remove derelict vessels pursuant to F.S. § 823.11, as may be amended, when such
vessels obstruct or threaten to obstruct navigation or in any way constitute a danger to the
environment. All costs incurred by the city police in the removal of derelict vessels shall be
recoverable against the owner. Any person who neglects or refuses to pay such costs is not entitled
to be issued a certificate of registration for such vessel or any other vessel or motor vehicle until
such costs have been paid.

(Ord. No. 12-5002, § 1, 7-16-12)
Sec. 10-58. - Unlawfully moored, anchored, abandoned or derelict vessel a public nuisance.
Any vessel (live aboard or non-live aboard) that is moored, anchored, abandoned or in a derelict
condition in violation of this chapter shall constitute a public nuisance. Enforcement of violations or
abatement procedures provided for in this chapter shall be cumulative to other enforcement or abatement
action provided for by law.

(Ord. No. 12-5002, § 1, 7-16-12)
Sec. 10-59. - Penalties.
Unless otherwise required by state law, violations of this chapter shall be punishable as provided by
section 1-11 of this Code.

(Ord. No. 12-5002, § 1, 7-16-12)
Sec. 10-60. - Reserved.

ARTICLE IV. - HARBOR MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR MOORING AREA
DIVISION 1. - GENERALLY
Sec. 46-91. - Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed
to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:
Anchorage means a customary, suitable and designated harbor area in which vessels may anchor.
Anchoring means the use of a heavy device fastened to a line or chain to hold a vessel in a desired
position.
Designated special anchorage areas means anchorage areas designated by the coast guard where
it has been determined such an anchorage ground is necessitated due to maritime or commercial
interests.
Emergency means any occurrence, or threat thereof, whether natural, technological or manmade, in
war or in peace, which results or may result in substantial injury or harm to the population or substantial
damage to or loss of property.
Harbor means a natural or manmade anchorage and/or mooring area providing some degree of
protection and security from storms.
Harbor management plan for mooring area means a plan adopted by ordinance of the city council to
address the rules and regulations of anchoring, mooring, and speed limits on the river bottom owned by
the city.
Harbormaster/dockmaster means a designated city employee charged with implementation of the
harbor management plan for mooring area.
Houseboat/live-aboard vessel means any vessel which is used primarily as a residence for a
minimum of 21 days during any 30-day period, in a county of this state, and this residential use of the
vessel is to the preclusion of the use of the vessel as a means of transportation. This includes any vessel
represented as a place of business, a professional or other commercial enterprise, or a legal residence. A
commercial fishing boat is expressly excluded from the term "live-aboard vessel."
Mooring means permanent ground tackle where vessels are kept at anchor.
Mooring field means a designated area where permanent ground tackle is utilized to provide multiple
vessel moorings in accordance with the harbor management plan for mooring area.
Vessel means a term synonymous with the word "boat," as referenced in section 1(b), section VII of
the state constitution, and includes every description of watercraft, barge, and airboat, other than a
seaplane on the water, used or capable of being used as a means of transportation on water under the
Florida Vessel Registration and Safety Law.

(Code 1991, § 9-64; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Cross reference— Definitions and rules of construction, § 1-2.
Sec. 46-92. - Intent.
It is the intent of the harbor management plan for mooring area to address the primary management
of the managed mooring field located in the Caloosahatchee River on the Okeechobee Waterway. The
harbor management plan for mooring area also addresses anchoring outside the designated anchorage
and speed/wake limitations on the remainder of the city-owned river bottom. The purpose of the city yacht

basin is to be boater friendly and encourage more boaters to visit downtown; therefore, there is a need to
provide additional facilities to accommodate transient vessels in an anchorage or a mooring, or at a dock.

(Code 1991, § 9-60; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-93. - Purpose.
The purpose of the harbor management plan for mooring area is to establish a plan for adequate
management of the managed mooring field in a manner that will reduce the potential discharge of
pollutants into the water and provide boaters with maximum protection from irresponsible or unthinking
actions of other boaters.

(Code 1991, § 9-61; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-94. - Target group of boaters.
The harbor management plan for mooring area is designed to accommodate the needs of operators
of adequately equipped sailboats operating their vessels in a responsible manner. However, this plan also
addresses possible issues that may arise from irresponsible actions of a minority group of boaters
anticipated to utilize the managed mooring field. It is acknowledged that the majority of vessel operators
are responsible and comply with applicable federal and state requirements.

(Code 1991, § 9-62; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-95. - Applicability; enforcement.
The harbor management plan for mooring area shall apply to all vessel(s), owner(s), crew(s), and
guests entering the managed mooring field. Any vessel operator in violation of federal law(s) or
regulation(s), state law(s) or regulation(s), or this Code would result in cause for eviction from the
managed mooring field.

(Code 1991, § 9-63; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Secs. 46-96—46-120. - Reserved.
DIVISION 2. - MANAGED MOORING FIELD RULES
Sec. 46-121. - Authority of harbormaster/dockmaster.
The harbormaster/dockmaster has the right to assign berths and moorings. No vessel shall occupy
any mooring berth without the approval of the harbormaster/dockmaster or his designee. Subleasing of
any mooring by the lessee is prohibited. Owners wishing to transfer to a different mooring other than the
one assigned must obtain the prior authorization of the harbormaster/dockmaster or his designee and
complete the required forms. It may be necessary to reassign a vessel from the particular space rented to
another mooring within the managed mooring field as dictated by the practical needs of the existing use
of the managed mooring field and the tenants therein. The decision or interpretation of this article shall be
the responsibility of the harbormaster/dockmaster.

(Code 1991, § 9-70; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-122. - Vessels allowed; toilet facilities.

(a)

Only vessels that are in compliance with the United States Coast Guard (USCG) regulations, and
state statutes, particularly the operational and safety standards, shall be allowed within the managed
mooring field. Only seaworthy vessels in good operating condition, capable of maneuvering under
their own power or sail, possessing current registration and acceptable documentation, shall be
allowed to moor or anchor within the managed mooring field. This is to ensure that all vessels are
functional and operational, in the interest of public safety.

(b)

The decision of whether a vessel is considered to be in good operational condition and capable of
maneuvering under its own power shall be the responsibility of the harbormaster/dockmaster, based
on the United States Coast Guard and state laws and regulations concerning safety and operational
requirements.

(c)

All vessels, except dinghies, without an integral source of propulsion (sail or motorized) are not
allowed to remain within the managed mooring field. Examples of vessels that would not be allowed
to remain within the managed mooring field are a sailboat with no motor and no sails, a motorboat
with no motor, or a vessel that must be towed. This requirement does not include vessels that
require minor sail or engine repairs.

(d)

Every vessel 26 feet or more in length, which has an enclosed cabin with berthing facilities, shall,
while on the waters of the state, be equipped with a toilet. On a vessel, other than a houseboat, the
toilet may be portable or permanently installed. Every permanently installed toilet shall be properly
attached to the appropriate United States Coast Guard certified or labeled marine sanitation device.

(e)

Every houseboat shall be equipped with at least one permanently installed toilet, which shall be
properly connected to a United States Coast Guard certified or labeled type III marine sanitation
device. If the toilet is simultaneously connected to both a type III marine sanitation device and
another approved marine sanitation device, the valve or other mechanism selecting between the two
marine sanitation devices shall be set to direct all sewage to the type III marine sanitation device
and, while the vessel is on the waters of the state, shall be locked or otherwise secured by the boat
operator so as to prevent resetting.

(Code 1991, § 9-71; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-123. - Transportation requirements.
All vessels should have a dinghy or other small craft as a method of conveyance to enable access to
the dinghy dock and the office of the harbormaster/dockmaster. The vessel owner shall report the
absence of a dinghy to the harbormaster/dockmaster. The vessel owner is responsible for transportation
to and from the office of the harbormaster/dockmaster for registering to rent the mooring facilities. The
vessel owner can utilize his main vessel for this purpose by temporarily bringing it to the fuel dock. The
lack of such a dinghy shall not be cause to refuse rental of a mooring. It is the sole responsibility of the
occupants of the vessel to provide their own conveyance to the upland facilities. Under no circumstances
is the city yacht basin responsible for owning, operating or maintaining a dinghy for the exclusive use of
mooring patrons.

(Code 1991, § 9-72; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-124. - Commercial uses.
(a)

Commercial activities or vessels engaged in commercial activities are prohibited from mooring in the
managed mooring field. The site is designed as a recreational and residential site and shall be
maintained as such. No advertising or soliciting shall be permitted on any vessel within the managed
mooring field, except for "for sale" signs, not to exceed one square foot in size. Each vessel shall be
limited to two "for sale" signs. Commercial vessels, such as day charter or sport fishing boats, will be
allowed to store the boats on a mooring the same as a private vessel tenant.

(b)

Minor commercial activities and vessels, such as water taxis, delivery vessels, pump-out vessels,
and those performing minor repairs on mooring vessels, may extend service to the vessels in the
managed mooring field. The harbormaster/dockmaster shall make the final decision on determining
whether a commercial vessel is allowed in the managed mooring field.

(Code 1991, § 9-73; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-125. - Repairs.
Major repairs or refitting of vessels, including any activity that could result in a deposition of any
materials into the waterway or within the managed mooring field, are strictly prohibited since a significant
water quality violation would result in an adverse impact to public health. Only minor repairs or
mechanical adjustments may be conducted on vessels while in the managed mooring field. The
harbormaster/dockmaster office shall be notified in advance to verify compliance of any proposed activity.

(Code 1991, § 9-74; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-126. - Mooring and anchoring methods.
(a)

(b)

The method of mooring vessels in the managed mooring field shall be by tying the buoy line to the
bow only. The line used to attach a vessel to the mooring buoy shall be the one furnished, which has
one end permanently attached to buoy. No vessel shall be moored at the stern or be tied to more
than one buoy or points on a vessel. There shall be no dropping or placement of additional anchors
or anchor systems from any vessel in the managed mooring field. All vessels within the managed
mooring field shall only use the established buoys and anchoring systems.
Vessels may not anchor in a manner that:
(1)

Jeopardizes other vessels at anchor or underway;

(2)

Might cause damage to other property or persons; and/or

(3)

Impedes access to docks, slips or public or private property.

(Code 1991, § 9-75; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-127. - Abandonment of vessels.
If a vessel is left unattended for more than 72 continuous hours without giving prior notification to the
harbormaster/dockmaster, the vessel shall be considered abandoned. If any vessel is determined to be
abandoned, it may be stored in a secure location or commercial marina for 30 days, during which time the
harbormaster/dockmaster shall make a reasonable, diligent effort to locate the owner of the vessel. If the
vessel is not reclaimed within 30 days, the vessel shall be sold under the process prescribed by state
statutes, at fair market value, which will cover the cost of unpaid rental fees, as well as any fees due for
storage.

(Code 1991, § 9-76; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-128. - Drug use or possession policy.
It is the policy of the city not to tolerate any illegal drug use or possession within its boundaries,
which includes the managed mooring field. Such use or possession shall subject the offender to be
immediately prosecuted to the fullest extent of the provisions of all applicable laws.

(Code 1991, § 9-77; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-129. - Illegal activities prohibited.
Any illegal activity within the boundaries of the city, which includes the manned mooring field, shall
be grounds for immediate prosecution under the provisions of state statutes and/or this Code. It is the
intent of the city to prosecute each violation to the fullest extent of the law.

(Code 1991, § 9-78; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-130. - Liability of city.
The city assumes no liability for use of the managed mooring field by tenants or guests. Also, the city
neither assumes, nor accepts any responsibility for personal possessions, vessel, dinghy, or their
contents or use while said vessels are located within the managed mooring field or upland facilities.
Persons using the water of the city shall assume all risk of personal injury and damage or loss to their
property. The city assumes no risk due to accident, fire, theft, vandalism, or acts of God.

(Code 1991, § 9-79; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-131. - Anchoring outside designated anchorage.
(a)

Overnight anchoring south of the Intracoastal Waterway is prohibited from markers 39—58. Shortterm anchoring in this area is permitted during city permitted waterfront activities, such as band
concerts and firework displays. For the purposes of this subsection, the term "short-term" means
three hours before and after said event. Overnight anchoring will not be allowed.

(b)

Vessels may anchor not more than seven consecutive days out of any 28 days north of the
Intracoastal Waterway from markers 39—58, but not in the managed mooring field, nor in any other
location that would impede other vessels' travel to channels or docks in the area. Vessels anchored
on the city-owned river bottom, but not in the designated anchorage, are not allowed to utilize any
city yacht basin amenities, including the dinghy dock.

(Code 1991, § 9-80; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Secs. 46-132—46-150. - Reserved.
DIVISION 3. - RESPONSIBILITIES OF TENANTS
Sec. 46-151. - Safe operation of vessels.
Reckless or careless operation of any vessel, including but not limited to violation of navigation rules,
when the vessel endangers or is likely to endanger life, limb, property or person, shall be grounds for
immediate eviction from the managed mooring field.

(Code 1991, § 9-85; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-152. - Use of sewage pump-out facilities.
(a)

Absolutely no discharge of sewage or other pollutants within the managed mooring field is allowed.
Use of the pump-out facility located at the fuel dock of the city yacht basin or some other pump-out
facility is required on an as needed basis. The other pump-out facility could be a floating facility,

sometimes known as a "honey barge," should one be put into operation. All tenants within the
managed mooring field must maintain strict compliance with 33 CFR 159 and F.S. § 327.53, as to
the operation and management of marine sanitation devices to reduce discharges that would
adversely impact public health. The use of the yacht basin pump-out facility is free for all tenants and
the general public.
(b)

Violation of this section will be reason for immediate eviction, withholding of any security deposit
and prosecution to the fullest extent provided by federal, state and city laws. Enforcement of sewage
discharge laws will be by the state fish and wildlife conservation commission, state marine patrol,
who currently perform random boarding and inspections of anchored and docked vessels.

(Code 1991, § 9-86; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-153. - Conduct of tenants.
(a)

Tenants shall use discretion in using any sound producing devices or machinery, which may include
but is not limited to televisions, radios, stereos and musical instruments, so as not to create a
nuisance to other tenants. Generators, blowers or other noisy machinery shall not be operated
between the hours of 8:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. Disorderly, boisterous or rowdy conduct by a vessel
owner, crew or guest that disturbs the peace of other occupants in the managed mooring field shall
be cause for a warning to the operator/tenant or eviction of the vessel from the managed mooring
field.

(b)

The use of charcoal burners or any open flame equipment is prohibited on the docks or other
common areas, except as provided by the city yacht basin. Swimming, diving and fishing are
prohibited from yacht basin docks and bulkheads. All pets must be leashed while on the docks or in
any of the common areas. Pets are permitted, provided they do not disturb other tenants. Laundry
shall not be placed in public view aboard any vessel or in the common area.

(Code 1991, § 9-87; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-154. - Discharge of waste or other materials.
(a)

While within the managed mooring field, any discharge into the river of any fluids, waste or other
material, regardless of the nature thereof, that would adversely impact public health, except for clean
bilge or properly treated wastewater, is prohibited by state and federal law. If the
harbormaster/dockmaster or any employee observes any such discharge, they will immediately
notify the department of environmental protection or call the state warning point number (800-3200519). If such a discharge occurs and is illegal, eviction from the managed mooring field shall be
mandatory, once appropriate environmental enforcement action has been taken.

(b)

In the event of an accidental discharge, the vessel captain, operator, or owner shall immediately
notify the harbormaster/dockmaster to ensure any action that could improve the containment of the
spilled/discharged material will begin as soon as possible.

(Code 1991, § 9-88; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-155. - Boarding by law enforcement personnel.
The vessel operator is encouraged to cooperate with, and assist law enforcement personnel in, the
lawful pursuit of their duties. The vessel operator shall not improperly resist or obstruct a lawful boarding
or inspection conducted by a law enforcement officer.

(Code 1991, § 9-89; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)

Sec. 46-156. - Emergency repairs in absence of tenant.
The harbormaster/dockmaster shall have the authority to make necessary repairs in the event of an
emergency when an unattended vessel is in immediate danger of sinking or represents a threat to other
vessels. The emergency may include, but shall not be limited to, the vessel sinking or fire, breakdown of a
bilge, fuel or sewage pumps or fluid leaks or broken lines. The cost of repairs, parts and labor will be
assessed to the owner of the vessel and be due and payable within 48 hours of the return of the owner of
the vessel or as provided by the harbormaster/dockmaster. If the vessel is deemed to be in imminent
danger of sinking, fails to meet United States Coast Guard and state standards, leaks fluids or materials,
or represents a threat to other vessels, the harbormaster/dockmaster will require repairs to be made
within a reasonable, but specific time frame. If the repairs are not adequately accomplished, the vessel
may be evicted from the managed mooring field.

(Code 1991, § 9-90; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-157. - Departure of vessels with delinquent dockage accounts.
It is unlawful for the vessel owner to vacate a mooring without the permission of the
harbormaster/dockmaster when said vessel has a delinquent dockage account. Additionally, as part of
the lease agreement, the city clerk will be authorized to place a lien on the vessel for the cost of the
unpaid fees or charges assessed by the harbormaster/dockmaster.

(Code 1991, § 9-91; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Secs. 46-158—46-180. - Reserved.
DIVISION 4. - AMENITIES AND SERVICES
Sec. 46-181. - Damage of amenities and property.
Misuse of any amenity or property is grounds for eviction. If any tenant, crew or guest damages any
property or equipment of the amenities, due to neglect, misuse, vandalism or failure to follow stated
instructions, they shall be held responsible for the cost of repair and replacement, as well as any civil or
criminal charges for the activity.

(Code 1991, § 9-95; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-182. - Use of parking spaces.
(a)

Use of city yacht basin parking spaces is limited to customers who have a monthly lease agreement
for a specified numbered parking space. Vehicles parked in the city yacht basin numbered parking
spaces must at all times display an authorized parking pass on the dash or on the back of the rear
view mirror. The pass must reflect the same number as the parking space.

(b)

Parking spaces are leased on an as available basis only. Parking spaces, when available, will only
be leased to slip holders or tenants with managed mooring field leases.

(Code 1991, § 9-96; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-183. - Use of dinghy docks.

(a)

Registered managed mooring field tenants shall have free use of the dinghy docks located at
floating dock D, slips D34—D40, at the city yacht basin. Dockage is limited to a single dinghy at any
one time, with a maximum length of ten feet overall. Dinghies must be kept in the water and secured
by a single line of good quality from the bow to a cleat or ring on the dock.

(b)

Use of the dinghy docks by vessels anchored in designated anchorage is included in the anchorage
amenity package. The same restrictions apply as to vessels in the managed mooring field.

(Code 1991, § 9-97; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-184. - Use of sewage pump-out facility.
The city yacht basin pump-out facility, located on the riverside of the fuel dock, shall be open and in
operation from 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., seven days a week, with the exception of Thanksgiving Day and
Christmas Day. There is no fee for the use of this facility. All vessels in the managed mooring field must
use the pump-out facility on an as required basis.

(Code 1991, § 9-98; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Secs. 46-185—46-200. - Reserved.
DIVISION 5. - LEASING REQUIREMENTS
Sec. 46-201. - Lease agreement.
(a)

Tenancy in the managed mooring field shall fall into three categories defined as follows:
(1)

Transient: Overnight to less than one month;

(2)

Monthly: One to 11 months;

(3)

Annually: Twelve months or longer.

(b)

All vessels with the intention of utilizing the managed mooring field must make prior reservations
with the office of the harbormaster/dockmaster, regardless of the planned length of stay.
Arrangements for transient stays are on a space available basis and can be made upon arrival
utilizing a very high frequency (VHF) radio on channel 16. Arrangements for any other length of stay
shall be made prior to arrival, in person or via telephone.

(c)

The tenants, upon taking residence within the managed mooring field, shall execute
acknowledgement of the rules of the harbor management plan for mooring area, as well as the
operational requirements of the managed mooring field. The lease agreement shall contain
reasonable language, as deemed necessary, to enforce compliance with the provisions of this
article.

(d)

A description of the requirements of the tenants, based on the terms of their anticipated stay, shall
be as follows:
(1)

Transient tenant (one day to less than one month) shall sign a lease/dockage agreement with a
hold harmless clause, as well as a section on the acknowledgement of the rules and operational
requirements within the managed mooring field, and pay the required daily fee in advance.
There will be no assessment of a security deposit for transient tenants.

(2)

Monthly tenant (one month to less than 12 months) shall sign a lease/dockage agreement with
a hold harmless clause, as well as a section on the acknowledgement of the rules and
operational requirements within the managed mooring field, and pay the required monthly fee(s)
in advance. A tenant may pay in advance for multimonth mooring; however, there will be no

refunds. It is the responsibility of the tenant for payment of the monthly fee at the beginning of
each rental period. There will be no assessment of a security deposit for monthly tenants.
(3)

Annual tenants (12 months or longer) shall sign a lease/dockage agreement with a hold
harmless clause, as well as a section of the acknowledgement of the rules and operational
requirements within the managed mooring field. A security deposit equal to two months'
mooring fee will be paid at the beginning of the lease. The security deposit will be returned after
the final bill is paid in full. The monthly mooring fee will be billed the first of each month for the
preceding month or partial month. Partial months will be pro rated.

(Code 1991, § 9-101; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-202. - Tenant information required.
(a)

(b)

The owner/vessel operator shall provide the following information for the lease/dockage agreement
for the managed mooring field:
(1)

Owner's name;

(2)

Owner's home address, including city and state;

(3)

Owner's telephone number;

(4)

Emergency number (monthly and annual agreements);

(5)

Length overall (LOA);

(6)

Beam;

(7)

Draft;

(8)

Type of vessel;

(9)

Mooring assignment;

(10)

Vessel name;

(11)

Registration or document number.

The tenant shall be responsible to inform the harbormaster/dockmaster of any changes in the
preceding required lease information.

(Code 1991, § 9-102; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-203. - Vacation of moorings.
Monthly and annual managed mooring field leaseholders are required to notify the office of the
harbormaster/dockmaster whenever they plan to vacate the mooring for greater than 24 hours. A date of
departure and planned time of return must be provided, if the vessel operator wants to maintain the right
of tenancy. The harbormaster/dockmaster reserves the right to rent any unoccupied mooring space when
an assigned vessel is absent for 24 hours or more, without any compensation to the mooring field
leaseholder.

(Code 1991, § 9-103; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Secs. 46-204—46-220. - Reserved.
DIVISION 6. - SPEED LIMITS

Sec. 46-221. - Outside Intracoastal Waterway.
The speed limit in the water bounded by the southbound Edison Bridge on the east, the
Caloosahatchee Bridge on the west, a line drawn between the bridges through the southern end of
Lofton's Island (Pleasure Key) on the north, and the southern edge of the Caloosahatchee River on the
south shall be idle speed/no wake. The speed limit between the bridges north of the above-mentioned
line to the north shore of the Caloosahatchee River shall be slow speed, minimum wake.

(Code 1991, § 9-110; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Secs. 46-222—46-240. - Reserved.
DIVISION 7. - SEVERE STORM OR HURRICANE PLAN[3]

Footnotes:
--- (3) --Cross reference— Civil emergencies, ch. 22; emergency services, ch. 34.

Sec. 46-241. - Established.
The office of the harbormaster/dockmaster shall, if possible, warn the managed mooring field tenants
to exercise prudent and appropriate judgment in the event that a severe storm or hurricane threatens the
area. The tenants shall be advised that the mooring equipment provided in the managed mooring field
may not be able to withstand a hurricane or tropical storm and/or the associated wind and tidal surges.
Evacuation of the managed mooring field will not be mandatory; however, it may be recommended.

(Code 1991, § 9-115; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Secs. 46-242—46-260. - Reserved.
DIVISION 8. - PLANS FOR FUTURE EXPANSION
Sec. 46-261. - Expansion of mooring field.
It may become necessary or desirable to expand the managed mooring field to address additional
mooring requirements.

(Code 1991, § 9-120; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Secs. 46-262—46-280. - Reserved.
DIVISION 9. - MANAGED MOORING AREA
Sec. 46-281. - General description.
The 24.3-acre managed mooring area is located northwest of Pleasure Key (Lofton's Island) and
provides for 49 moorings with a radius of 75 feet. The current plan is to install 25 moorings initially in
every other mooring spot to secure the entire area as a managed mooring field, allowing for the

installation of the additional 25 moorings when expansion is required. The mooring anchor points will be
150 feet apart, which will provide for a 75-foot radius. Under normal wind and current conditions, with the
full complement of 49 moorings, the vessels will be kept 75 feet apart. Initially, with every other mooring
installed, the distance will double to 150 feet, allowing experience to be gained in how the vessels lie in all
wind and current conditions.

(Code 1991, § 9-125; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-282. - Physical moorings.
The moorings, manufactured by Force 5 Mooring Systems, Inc., consist of a ten and one-half-foot
long galvanized three-quarter-inch diameter steel rod with an eye at one end. Each mooring will have two
or four two-inch by three-inch steel U-channels that are 12 inches long and located near the bottom of the
rod and hinged to a flat section of the rod. It is water jetted to its full length and then pulled upward. The
upward pull extends the U-channels and locks the mooring in the river bottom. Units that have four Uchannels are rated by the manufacturer for 60-foot vessels in class 3 hurricanes (120-mile per hour
winds). Units with two U-channels are rated by the manufacturer for 40-foot vessels in class 3 hurricanes.
The eye of the mooring rod is connected to a surface buoy by a three-quarter-inch polypropylene line.
The surface fiberglass buoys are 16 inches high and 24 inches in diameter. A mooring pennant will
connect the mooring buoy to the moored vessel.

(Code 1991, § 9-126; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-281. - General description.
The 24.3-acre managed mooring area is located northwest of Pleasure Key (Lofton's Island) and
provides for 49 moorings with a radius of 75 feet. The current plan is to install 25 moorings initially in
every other mooring spot to secure the entire area as a managed mooring field, allowing for the
installation of the additional 25 moorings when expansion is required. The mooring anchor points will be
150 feet apart, which will provide for a 75-foot radius. Under normal wind and current conditions, with the
full complement of 49 moorings, the vessels will be kept 75 feet apart. Initially, with every other mooring
installed, the distance will double to 150 feet, allowing experience to be gained in how the vessels lie in all
wind and current conditions.

(Code 1991, § 9-125; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)
Sec. 46-282. - Physical moorings.
The moorings, manufactured by Force 5 Mooring Systems, Inc., consist of a ten and one-half-foot
long galvanized three-quarter-inch diameter steel rod with an eye at one end. Each mooring will have two
or four two-inch by three-inch steel U-channels that are 12 inches long and located near the bottom of the
rod and hinged to a flat section of the rod. It is water jetted to its full length and then pulled upward. The
upward pull extends the U-channels and locks the mooring in the river bottom. Units that have four Uchannels are rated by the manufacturer for 60-foot vessels in class 3 hurricanes (120-mile per hour
winds). Units with two U-channels are rated by the manufacturer for 40-foot vessels in class 3 hurricanes.
The eye of the mooring rod is connected to a surface buoy by a three-quarter-inch polypropylene line.
The surface fiberglass buoys are 16 inches high and 24 inches in diameter. A mooring pennant will
connect the mooring buoy to the moored vessel.

(Code 1991, § 9-126; Ord. No. 2999, § 2, 1-16-2001)

